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Hello Milner supporters

It is hard to believe that we are at opening time again, but the buds are stai
burst and the birds are returning
work over the winter working on projects, planniagd getting ready for anoth
season.

The Ursus Den, the childrends out
over the last month, after some serious setbacks due to the heavy snows e
this winter. The trusses and plywood are up and justrwgaitn the final roofing
This project has received great community support, with the Qualicum Bea
Rotary Club, Qualicum Beach Chamb
Consulting providing most of the money needed for the structure; in additio
Coas al Community Credit Unionés Co
which will provide electrical service to the building. We look forward to see
the first Shoots with Roots group working inside the Den later this season.

The roofs on the buildingseafinally finished and have stood up well to the sr
test this winter. We will be getting a bit of gutter and stucco work done on 1
buildings and then we can put this one behind us.

Along the shoreline, we have had surveys and assessments donesagthaar
is working on the design for erosion protection. As a result of the survey, it
been determined that there is a level of danger of slippage along the top of
bank at the end of the lawn, and to protect people from this, we will be mov
the fence back a bit. Not wanting to lose the old growth trees at the top of 1
bank unless we have to, we will monitor their health, potential threats and t
state of the bank, and leave them as long as possible, hopefully for anothe!
generations.

Our strategic planning is coming along well and we are working to have it

complete before summer. This is an exciting and important step for us, as
look at howto keep what we have and what we have become so wellnkioow
expand totherolthataUn ver si tyodés b o thawanitheregipa,r
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Another exciting change this year is that our advisory and support group, the Milner Gardens and Wc
Society, is evolving to be an open society that wilude all members of the Garden. Those wishing to |
more involved in supporting the Gardens will have an opportunity to do so through the Society. This
will also open up more funding possibilities to support programs at the Garden. Plgase see
announcement on page three for more details.

Looking ahead to the season, we will be starting off this year with a display in the house of local artis
Renwi ckds wor k. Be sure to walk throungsh t he

Easter weekend will see a return of the Bunny Hunt from Saturday to Monday. This is an ongoing ev
no rush, just come by when everyone is ready.
are looking forward to seeing theilclen search through the Garden for the next bunny.

Kim has been busy getting ready for the annual spring plant sale. It is quite likely after this winter the
will be looking for something to replace those plants that succumbed to the snowsdan8toplby on the
Friday night (April 1) from 5:00 to 7:00 with your membership card, and get the first pick of the sale,
well as helping to support the Gardens. If you are not a member, memberships will be on sale that n
the Welcome Centrsp come by and join up that evening.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Geoff Ball

FUN(D) DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

While raising moneyfoMi | ner Gar dens & Woodland is | ot s
track of the fun in fund raising, and our first Antiques Day was just tleas of fun. There was a good
turnout, raising about $4000 from the appraisals, lunches, gate receifgteasale of items. Many
interesting items were brought in for appraisal and everyone appeared to enjoy themselves. Wit
help of many volunteers, the day went very smoothly.

We are grateful to the appraisers who all donated their time, aswellassmmb er of | oc ¢
dealers who patrticipated in various ways. As always, we appreciate you, our members, who can
support Milner Gardens & Woodland yet again.

There was also a good turnout for the Ireland in Spring evening with Jim and &atgadwaladr at the
QB Civic Centre. They put on an entertaining show of slides from their trip last year highlighting ¢
Castle and a number of gardens in Ireland. It was most interesting to see shots of the interior of
the gardens, where Verga Milner lived for many years.

This has been a challenging year for the Cc
the target we set. However, with a small flurry of activity near the end of the fiscal year, Mdrere3:
raised st over $84,000, which is $6,000 shy of our goal. This year we received cash donations
just over 100 donors. With more than 2,100 members, we are hoping that in the coming year ma
you will be able to make even a small donation to help us gehtimber increasing.

The year ahead looks even more challenging. With gloom and doom all around, the Committee
work hard to ensure there is lots of fun in our fundraising. Please watch for notices of the many
events in the Gardens this yeand plan on joining us.

Lee Teal
Fund Development Committee
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e IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT *x%**

In 1998 a small advisory group was formed to provide advice and support
the Executive Director of the Gardens. This group helped to look at the
challenges and opportunities of taking the private gardens and converting
to a public garden. The group evolved, and in 2000 Milner Gardens and
Woodland Society was officially incorporated under the Society Act. In e
2002, it became a registered chay . The Soc,iweghtmembera
being appointed according to their positions within the University, or as in
members of the community. The Society Board provided advice and feed
to the Executive Director of the Gardens and membersiofe Uni ver
Administration, as well as financial support for the Gardens through
fundraising efforts.

Milner Gardens and Woodland Society is now growing again. At a meetin
the Board of Directors heloh March 10, 2009, a resolution was approted
change the bylaws of the Society fteo membership to anyone 1@ars of
age or older who purchases a membership to Milner Gardens & Woodlan

For a complete copy of the Constitution and bylaws of the Society, please
http://www.mala.ca/MilnerGardens/membership.asg you do not have
access to the internet, call me at 2828573 extension 226. Leave a
message, and | will see that you get a copy by regular mail.

Please refer t@Bylaw 3.4 regarding the process for nominating members fo
Board of Directors.

As a member of the Society, you are invited to the Annual General Meeti
be held at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, Jun&,16 rooms 262 and 265 at the Parksvil
Campus of Vaoouver Island University, located in the Parksville Civic and
Technology Centre, 100 E. Jensen Street, Parksville. In addition to the re
business of the Society, we plan to have two speakers who will talk about
relationship of the Society and t@ardens to the University, as well as
proposed plans for the future of the Gardens.

Lou Gueho
Chair, Milner Gardens and Woodland Society
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Shoots with Roots Mentors
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Top to bottom left to right: Pauline Phillips,
Heather Crosson, Marilou Thornbury,
Heather Forrest, Dorothee Kieser, Jill
Carter, Alysse Hambleton, and Jo Graham

Ursus Den Construction Volunteers:
Phillip Chartrand, John Coady, Mike Dunn, Paul
Foley, Bob Mcinnes, Harvey Teal, and Qualicum
Beach Rotary Club members. Design work by
Wilfrid Worland.

Funds donated by Ursus
Environmental
Consulting, Coastal
Community Credit Union,
Qualicum Rotary agh
Qualicum Beach Chambel
of Commerce.




