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Our Mission is to 
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enhance Milner 

Gardens & 

Woodland, to 

educate and 

inspire.  All gifts 

to Milner 

Gardens help us 

to achieve this 

mission. 

 

General Information:  250-752-6153     Administration:  250-752-8573         Milner Gardens & Woodland 

Web site: www.milnergardens.org           Fax:  250-752-3826   2179 West Island Highway 
Email:  milnergardens@shaw.ca                 Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1 

Greetings to all of our Members and Volunteers. 

 

The summer has gone by quickly here as I am sure it did for many of you.  

For us on site it was a busy summer filled with events and projects. 

 

Art and Photography once again filled the site with a large diversity of artists.  

We were very pleased to have a good showing from our talented students in 

the Graphic Arts department; I look forward to seeing more involvement from 

them in the coming years.  We are planning on having a showing of some of 

the studentsô works next year in the main house.  Dan Grayôs Milner Series 

(which is still on display in the main house) was very popular.  Dan manages 

to capture incredible feeling in the pieces he produces; if you havenôt seen his 

series yet, do take some time this fall to come see them. 

 

Our new event this year, the BC Day Picnic, was a great day.  The games 

around the site were well used, with the biggest draw being the bubble station 

which was in constant use.  If it wasnôt a group of children casting bubbles 

across the main lawn, there was always a group of patient adults waiting in 

the wings to take a turn.  I enjoyed seeing groups and families spread out on 

the lawn taking in the live music.  We will be holding this event again next 

year, so make sure to mark it on your calendar.  That same weekend saw the 

launch once again of our Cedar Search, which is a fun and informative trail 

for the children to follow based around the native Red Cedar tree, the ñtree of 

life.ò 

 

Jazz in the Garden was a phenomenal concert.  Phil Dwyer put together an 

outstanding lineup; with Paul Grantôs participation as emcee and the co-

operation of Mother Nature, the event was simply a fantastic experience.  

CBC Radio One recorded part of the concert for broadcasting on HotAir 

sometime in the next while; we will be emailing all members and volunteers 

the time and date once we hear.  The event also saw the wrap-up of the raffle 

http://www.milnergardens.org/
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for Dan Grayôs framed print of Milner in May; congratulations to Doug Taylor  of Qualicum Beach on winning the draw. 

 

On a sad note, we are sorry to lose our summer students Lizzy, Katie, Denise and Leslie; all were a tremendous help.   

We wish them the best of luck in their studies.  We also had to say goodbye to Phillip Chartrand who has moved back to 

Ontario.  Phillip has been with us for the last two years giving us a huge help with facilities maintenance and infecting us 

all with his ever positive attitude. 

 

Now that we are through the summer season, we begin to switch gears from day to day operations to getting on to 

planning for the future and prepping for the Christmas lights. If you are interested in helping out with the Christmas lights 

set-up but have never volunteered before, please give the office a call at 250-752-8573, extension 226.  Stay tuned for 

more. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Geoff Ball  
Executive Director  

 
 

Fund Development Committee Report 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ WŀȊȊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 5ŀƴ DǊŀȅΩǎ 
Milner in May.  All 1000 tickets were sold.  Doug Taylor was the raffle winner (see photo on page 3).  Thanks to all who 
supported this fundraiser. 
 
For the first time, a small silent auction was held on the afternoon of Jazz in the Garden.  This auction was nominally 
successful prompting the committee to assess the viability of having one again next year.  Support for this effort from local 
attractions and businesses was excellent; the committee wishes to thank all those who contributed items (see list at end of 
this article). And, a big thank you to all those folks who took part in the bidding.  
 
Several applications for grants will be submitted in the coming months. 
 
Donations to date - cash, grants, gifts-in-kind ς total approximately $61,000. 
 
Are you aware of the Milner Gardens & Woodland (MGW) Book of Honours?  Since April this year, $750 has been donated 
to MGW through the Book of Honours which marks special occasions such as birthdays and anniversaries of family 
members and friends.  In-memory donations can also be made.  Contact the office for more information.    
 
As autumn sets in the committee will be turning its attention to the annual fall campaign for funds and to fundraising 
events to be held during the off- season.  Your support of these initiatives will assist in keeping the Garden healthy and 
beautiful and its programs and events on-going.     
 
Alice Marquardt 
Chair, Fund Development Committee 
 

Thanks to the following contributors to the Silent Auction: 
Arrowsmith Golf Course   Brigadoon Golf Course 
Eaglecrest Golf Course   Memorial Golf Course 
Pheasant Glen Golf Course  Fairwinds Golf Course 
Tigh-Na-Mara    Vancouver Island Symphony 
Rainforest Adventure Tours  Morningstar Farm 
Parksville Fun Park   Horne Lake Caves 
N. Island Wildlife Recovery Center  Milner Gardens Gift Shop & Plant Sales 

 

Alice Marquardt 
Fund Development Committee 
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Doug Taylor, winner of 

Milnerôs fundraising raffle 

for Dan Grayôs Milner in May 

print, receives his prize from 

Welcome Centre volunteer 

Donna Furneaux 

 

These names have been recently entered in the Book of Honours: Doris Edmunds of Chilliwack, John & Ruth Gayton of Parksville, 
Betty Hargreaves of West Vancouver, Patricia Johnston of Victoria, Fran Jones of Qualicum Beach, Charles Klemm of Errington, Mildred 
Swain of Victoria and Qualicum Beach and Roy L. Taylor of Lantzville. 

The Milner Garden Workshop Series Fall / Winter Courses  

Christmas Wreaths & Swags, Saturday November 21st, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., with Jeannine Oakes & Angela Jiggins 

Herbs for the Home, Saturday March 6th, 9:00 a.m. to Noon, with Sheila Williams 

Organic Gardening, Saturday March 13th & 20, 9:00 a.m. to Noon with Sheila Williams 

Small Space Edible Gardens, Wednesday Mar 24th, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. with Rose Lynn Fleury 

 
Vancouver Island 101, held at Vancouver Island University (VIU) Parksville campus.  Includes a native plant walk at 

Milner Gardens.  Starts Monday November 2nd to Friday November 6th, 9:00 a.m. to Noon.  Instructor TBA. 

To register for these courses call VIUõs Centre for Continuing Studies 1-866-734-6252 
 

RESERVE YOUR CHRISTMAS WREATHS BY RETURNING THIS FORM OR 

EMAILING YOUR ORDER BY NOVEMBER 15TH TO kim.hammond@viu.ca or by 

calling the volunteer line 250-752-8573 ext 226. 

 

GST and PST are included in prices. Wreaths 

will have decorative greenery added and are 18ò. 

Please pick up and pay for your items at the 

Pool House Gift Shop during Milner Christmas 

Magic or during December Membersô Luncheons. 

 

Please print: 

 

Name ____________________________________ 

 

Phone number ________________________  

Please indicate bow colour, either 

burgundy or red. 

 

Members 

__________silver fir wreath @$33 = _____ 

 

__________Cedar wreath     @$33 = _____ 

 

 

Non-members 

__________silver fir wreath @$38 = _____ 

 

__________Cedar wreath    @$38 = _____ 

 

 

 

mailto:kim.hammond@viu.ca


Shoots  with  Roots     Charlene Forrest ς program coordinator              Fall 2009 Newsletter    

ö 
Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots 

ó             www.mala.ca/MilnerGardens/education-programs.asp          education.milnergardens@shaw.ca 

 

 

See milnergardens.org for 2009 Fall Sessions information  
 

 

 

 

 

Summer Camps   - we had a wonderful Summer camp 

season, close to 150 participants. Alumni, new SwRôers, 

local families, families from across Canada and beyond :-) 

We started using the new Ursus Den for Day Camp 

activities and have spent 3 overnight camps in it, itôs 

fantastic!!  

 

We had a number of guests join SwR sessions this summer. 

Thank you to all of them, we really enjoyed sharing their 

time. 

See photos at :  

www.milnergardens.org under education 

 

 

 

 School multi -visit program  ï The 2009-10 program is 

about to begin. This year half of the K-7 classes are from the 

Nanaimo School District. We will also be starting a pilot 

project for mid-high school classes this Fall.  

 

It is going to be wonderful to have the Ursus Den this year!  

 Fall Colour  Days   -  last year the October Fall Colours Day 

event was well received and this yearôs is anticipated.  

We are looking for scarecrows to help line the Woodland 

Scarecrow trails. 
If your family, interest group, club or business would like to 

contribute scarecrows weôd love to add them. 
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Grand Plans ï Iôm full of óem, some are pie in the sky, 

others, quite attainable. Aim for the stars and one can at 

least expect to reach a rainbow. Or two.  One plan that has 

met with approval and a degree of enthusiasm is to revamp 

the food garden.  The berries will be thinned out and moved 

around a bit plus a few varieties will be added (Carol 

discovered Josta berries ï her wish is my command). 

 

                                 What I am also proposing is a Food  

                                 Garden Group, two or three people to 

                                 help maintain the plants, i.e. staking, 

                                 spacing, hilling, and harvesting the 

fruit and veggies for Carol, and collecting the seeds for 

resale and for use next year.  If there were four, then it 

could be alternating weeks for two people to come and 

check on the status of the garden and spend a few hours. 

You and I and Charlene could put our heads together to 

work out a plan. 

 

Two people responded to the Seed Saving Group idea and 

are eager to get started. Others are welcome. Those of you 

who were interested in joining the coveted Propagation 

Group may find this option a viable alternative while you 

wait?  

                                       
 

In the meantime we are getting ready for the Fall Plant 

Sale. A few newly propagated plants may tempt you; others 

are on clear-out status. I need room for all the Primula 

bullesiana that are thriving.  Every seed germinated and 

there were thousands!  The BC Fruit Testers will be here, 

so bring along any mystery fruit varieties you have so they 

can hopefully identify it for you 

 

Once the sale is over the focus will be on putting the garden 

to bed, prepping for wreath making days and Milner 

Christmas Magic, but before that, some major planting 

parties, such as the cliff bed and the entrance way.  Feel 

like getting dirty for a day so you can say ñI planted that 

bedò?  Me and Peter Pan; grand plans, second star to the 

right and straight on tillé spring.  
 
Kim Hammond 

Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper 

 

Gift Shop News 

 
Here we are again at the end of another 
season, time to tidy things up and prepare 
for Milner Christmas Magic. I will begin 
to set up the Magnolia Gift Shop after the 
September long weekend, and hope to 
have the basics put together by 
Thanksgiving. I will be looking for help 
for the set-up, and we also have a need for 
an imitation Christmas tree, attractive 
shelving, and furniture items that can be 
used for display. If you have any such 
items that can donated or temporarily 
loaned to Milner please contact me. 
 
Popular items this year at the Pool House 
Gift Shop have been; the Wrenchasaurus, 
a dinosaur figure made from wrenches, 
cedar cooking wraps and spices from a 
company in Nanoose Bay, tea cosies and 
earrings made by local people. 
 
The search is on for locally made 
Christmas items; if you know of anyone 
who makes an item that you think would 
be appropriate, feel free to send them my 
way. If you make any Christmas items that 
you would like to donate to Milner, I am 
hoping to have a separate table that 
advertises òmade and donated by our 
volunteers.ó I think that it would be a nice 
touch and it would showcase the spirit of 
the multi-talented people of Milner 
Gardens.  
 

 

Helen Reimer 

Visitor Services Coordinator 

Snippets 
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The date for our Membersô and Volunteersô 

September luncheon has had to be changed to 

Friday the 25
th
 at 11:45 a.m. due to an extra 

heavy workload in the Tea Room that week.  The menu has been 

set for salmon with a dill sauce in a phyllo basket, along with 

vegetables and salad.  Dessert will be something with apples or pears 

from our own orchard.  The cost will be $14.95 plus GST and will 

include beverage and dessert.  There are still some seats left so please 

phone Carol direct at 250-752-8573 local 224 to reserve, or e-mail carol.milnergardens@shaw.ca . 
 

The October Luncheon will be in the October Fest theme and will take place on Friday, October 16
th
.  

Please note that we will be back to the off-season time of 12:30 p.m., as the Garden will be closed for the 

season other than special event days. 
 

Novemberôs luncheon date will be Friday, November 20
th
 and we will be having two special Christmas 

luncheons in December.  The Christmas luncheons are always three courses and itôs guaranteed that you 

will only need a light supper!  Our luncheons are open to members, volunteers and their guests, and must 

be booked in advance as these fill up quite quickly. 
 

At the risk of sounding too repetitive, weôre very busy in the kitchen doing 

up all sorts of jellies and jams in-between luncheons, etc., so are once again 

in dire need of small size canning jars that take the snap top lids.  We have 

quite a variety of jellies and jams and a new savoury curry raisin jam that is 

selling very well.  These make excellent stocking stuffers or hostess gifts 

and special orders can be taken.  If anyone has an excess crop of 

blackberries or other berries, we would be happy to take them off your 

hands. 

 

Group luncheons can be arranged throughout the winter when the Garden is 

closed for the season, although we do need a minimum of 12 people during 

the off-season.  High Teas (shown here in photo to the left) have been very 

popular for these luncheons along with the ladiesô Murder Mystery 

luncheons.   
 

Carol Hansen 
Tea Room Coordinator    
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We would like to thank our 
corporate partn ers 

 
 

 

 

 WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK  

OUR CORPORATE PARTNER , 
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