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Our Mission is to 

preserve and 

enhance Milner 

Gardens & 

Woodland, to 

educate and 

inspire.  All gifts 

to Milner 

Gardens help us 

to achieve this 

mission. 
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Spring Greetings Milner Community, 

 

The plants have taken off early this year, with bulbs popping up everywhere we turn.  As the 

life returns to the Garden we are also busy in other areas as well. 

 

The construction volunteers continue to make progress on the veranda.   They have replaced 

all of the old rotted wood, and are now in the process of dealing with the more cosmetic parts 

of the project.  This has been a much more extensive project than we had first thought.  We 

hope to have this all back together by the beginning of May so that as soon as the warm 

weather hits our members and guests can sit out and enjoy their tea and the fantastic views. 

 

Our plans for the shoreline are still moving along.  Phase I of the plan is to design, fundraise 

for and install an erosion control system that will have the least impact on the shoreline 

ecosystem.  After completing this portion we will move onto fundraising for and installation 

of a landscape and interpretive system at the beach level which will then be accessible to 

members and guests.  The designs for Phase I are now at a stage where we can begin the 

fundraising in the near future. 

 

Up at the other end of the site we will be continuing to spruce up the entranceway.  New 

plants, tree trimming, and some roadway improvements are all in the works. 

 

On the planning front, the University is undertaking an exciting and extensive integrated 

planning project for the entire institution, including Milner Gardens.  As part of this broad 

integrated plan, a community consultation was held at Milner Gardens.  The feedback from 

the consultation will inform both the Milner Gardens long range plan and the larger 

University plan.   Once the integrated planning project for the University has been completed 

(by September, we hope), we will continue to move the plan for the garden forward. 
 

All of our great regular staff are back with us again this season with one exception.  Last fall 

we had to say goodbye to Phillip Chartrand who had to leave to go back East.  Phillip had 

been working behind the scenes helping to keep the grounds and facilities in good order.  We 

are very pleased to announce that we have hired his replacement, Denise Winter.  Denise 

worked in the grounds last summer as a practicum student from our Horticulture Technician 

Program as well as being a work-op student for us throughout the winter.  We are glad to 

have Denise on board in her new role. 

 

A quick note on our pricing for the year; with the new HST taking effect on July 1
st we are 

having to change how we collect the GST/HST. As we will not be able to absorb the HST the 
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way we have been doing so with the GST (up until this season, memberships and admission have included GST), we are having 

to add the applicable tax onto both memberships and admission.   This is resulting in a small net increase for both of these 

items.   

 

For our events this year, one great addition will be the expansion of Jazz in the Garden.  This year we will be holding concerts 

on both the Saturday and Sunday.  Saturday will be dedicated to classical music and Sunday will remain all Jazz.  We are 

changing the name of the event to Music in the Garden.  The two day event will be held August 14
th
 & 15

th
.  Make sure to put it 

down on your calendar; it will be a fantastic weekend of music.  Tickets will go on sale later this spring.   

 

Geof f Ball  
Executive Director  

 
 

Fund Development Committee Report 
 

 

Donations/money raised to date are approximately $102,000.  As of December 30, 2009, $37,000 had been raised through the 

Spring and Fall Campaigns.  The remaining funds derive from Foundations, corporate sponsors, grants, gifts-in-kind, specific 

gifts, and raffles. These funds are very important each year for the success of Milner Gardens. 

 

Although less well attended than last year, the Antiques Appraisal Day was a big success.  Thanks to all who attended and to 

the appraisers who donated their time. The event will not be repeated next February but will be replaced by another event with 

a óheritageô-related theme! 

 

The first two presentations of the Spring Speakersô series have gone well.  We look forward to the final speaker, Des Kennedy. 

Be aware that there is a possible date change for this event. 

 

Are you a fan of Lee Valley garden tools?  If so, be sure to buy some tickets on our current raffle ï a Gardenerôs Package.  See 

details on page 8 of this newsletter. 

 

The Fund Development Committee is looking forward to working with the Development/Alumni Office of Vancouver Island 

University (VIU) in a fundraising drive focused on restoring the shoreline of Milner Gardens. This campaign will begin in June 

with a special event at Milner House. 

 

May is Spring Campaign month when members are encouraged to support Milner Gardens & Woodland.  Donation forms are 

made available by email (linked to our website) or by mail if you do not have email.  The Gardens is very appreciative of your 

donations as there are many ways in which your dollars can be used and which, this year, also includes the restoration project 

mentioned above. 

 

John England, an integral (and entertaining!) member of the Fund Development Committee for four years, has informed us that 

he will resign from the committee as of April 30th.  John, your ideas and help have been very much appreciated ï we will miss 

you! 

 
Even without Johnôs leaving, the Committee was eager to increase its members.  A variety of ideas and perspectives is always 

welcome, and, of course, the workload can be shared among more people.  If you have an interest in being on the Committee 

or in helping with our special events please contact Geoff or me (250-752-8060). 

 

Look forward to seeing you in the Gardens! 

 
Alice Marquardt 
Chair, Fund Development Committee 

C ur r e n t  e m a i l  a d d r e s s es ! !  P l e a se  h e l p  M i l n e r  Ga r d e n s  &  W o o d l a n d  
sa v e  po s t a l  co s t s .  

By  ch a n g i n g  th e  de l i v e r y  o f  y o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  f r o m  po s t  t o  do w n l o a d i n g  i t ,  
y o u  r ec e i v e  t h e  n ew s l e t t e r  f a s t e r ,  a n d  i n  c o l ou r ,  

a n d  M i l n e r  u pda t es  du r i n g  th e  y ea r !  
I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  r en ew i n g  y o u r  m em ber sh i p  i n  pe r so n ,  y o u  m a y  p i c k  u p  y o u r  n ew  m em ber sh i p  

c a r ds  a t  t h e  W e l c o m e  &  I n t e r p r e t i v e  C en t r e .  
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Membership, Admission 
and the HST 
 
In the past, our membership and admission 
fees have Included GST. 
With the HST due to be implemented this July, 
we have had to restructure our fees as a base 
cost plus applicable taxes added on.  
Please see our website for the new net fees. 
www.milnergardens.org 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

MILNER GARDENS AND WOODLAND SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Annual General Meeting of Milner Gardens and Woodland Society for the fiscal year 2009/10, will be held at 7:00 

p.m., Tuesday June 15
th

, 2010, in room 262 of the Parksville Campus of Vancouver Island University, located in the 

Parksville Civic and Technology Centre, 100 East Jensen Street, Parksville.  All persons, 18 years of age or older, who 

hold current membership in Milner Gardens & Woodland at that date, are eligible to attend and vote. 
 

Nominations for members of the Board of Directors: 

The Societyôs Bylaw 3.4 states: 

ñMembers of the Society at large who wish to nominate other members to serve on the Board of Directors, must obtain 

and complete the appropriate nomination form which shall be available from the office of the Executive Director.  Such 

nominations must be submitted to the Chair of the nominating committee no later than 30 days prior to the Annual 

General Meeting (May 16
th
 this year).  Nominations from the floor at the Annual General Meeting will not be 

accepted.ò 
 

Lou Gueho 

Chair 

Milner Gardens and Woodland Society 

 

Curious about how planned giving works? 

Join us in the Tea Room April 21st at 10:00 a.m. for a sharing of 
information on planned giving.  Planned giving provides financial 
support for programs and groups you care about, while helping 
you and your heirs by creating income or realizing tax benefits 

WǳƭƛŜ YŜŜƴŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ±L¦Ωǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ !ƭǳƳƴƛ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as Alladin Versi, Regional Tax Leader with Meyers Norris and 
Penny, will speak about different planned giving options and 

answer any of your questions.  Tea and light refreshments will be 
provided.  Please RSVP at 250-752-8573 x 221 or email 

milnergardens@shaw.ca . 

 

 

http://www.milnergardens.org/
mailto:milnergardens@shaw.ca


Shoots  with  Roots     Charlene Forrest ς program coordinator             Spring 2010 Newsletter    

ö 
Helping community Shoots make and meet Roots 

ó             www.viu.ca/MilnerGardens/education-programs.asp          education.milnergardens@shaw.ca 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Break Sessions  - 33 Shoots participated in SwR Spring 

Break Camps this year. It is amazing what alumni Shoots retain 

from past sessions, and how great they are at sharing their 

knowledge with the new Shoots. We did lots of forest exploration, 

worked on waking the Food Garden and sometimes just retreated 

from the weather into the Ursus Den.  

 

Drum Latin  - we have been having a great time in our Drum 

Latin sessions. Session 2 starts in April and the group looks 

forward to moving through new plant names.  A fabulous 

community member who values both education and music 

donated funds used to support the launch of this program.  

I thank her immensely!!  
 

 

Outreach  ïthe Spring Outreach program has been busy. The 

newspaper potmaking and planting activity has been taken to over 

575 school students, and more than 200 families at QB Seedy 

Saturday and the CVIBGS Spring Garden Festival. Thatôs a lot of 

baby veggies started by community Shoots J  

Thank you SwR volunteers; some of these were long days!  

 

Summer Programs  ï the 2010 Summer Sessions registration 

will open April 1
st
; check the SwR webpage for camp 

information. Also, check out the VIU GrandKids University 

information in their booklet or online on the Continuing Ed page 

under Summer @ VIU. This is a great program! Register early, 

especially for the accommodation option. 
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To register for these Milner Garden Workshop Series please call Vancouver Island University 
Centre for Continuing Studies at 1-866-734-6252 or 250-248-2096 

 

Rose Care, Saturday, April 10th - 10:30 a.m. to Noon, with Jean Hay 

Nature Photography, Saturday, April 17th - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with Richard Sillery 

The Art of Hanging Baskets, Wednesday, April 21st - 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., with Rose Lynn Fleury 

Creative Patio Planters, Wednesday, April 28th - 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., with Rose Lynn Fleury 

Tea Cup Tales: Reading The Leaf, Friday, July 9th - 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with Tanya Lester 

Tea Cup Tales: Reading The Leaf, Friday, August 6th - 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., with Tanya Lester 
 

 
 

 

http://www.viu.ca/MilnerGardens/education-programs.asp



