VANCOUVER ISLAND
UNIVERSITY

January 2010
Volume 9,

Issuel

Our Mission is to
preserve and
enhance Milner
Gardens &
Woodland, to
educate and
inspire. All gifts
to Milner
Gardens help us
to achieve this
mission

Individual Highlights:

Executive
Director dsil N
Fund Development 2.
Milner Gardens and
Woodland Society AGM,
Antiques in the Garden,
Milner Garden Workshop

Series 3.
Shoots with Rots 4,
Snippets 5.

Happenings, Corporate
Partners .
Donation Form 7.
Winter & Early Spring

Events, Memberships 8.

Staff at Milner Gardens

Geoff Ball
Executive Director
Charlene Forrest
Shoots with Roots
Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower /
Groundskeeper
Carol Hansen
Tea Room Coordinator
Michele Lacey
Secretary
Helen Reimer
Visitor Services
Coordinator

rector os

ve Di
Greetings Milner Community,

Execut i Message

It has been a good winter for Milner Gards & Woodland. Milner Christma:
Magic was a great success with a redoreiaking 5,200 people coming out t
enjoy the lights. After all of their hard work and the disappointment of las
year os snowfall, I know t hdseeirgglsd
many people from the community come and enjoy the lights. Now that w
have wrapped up that event, we are busy with upgrades and preparation
the coming year.

For winter projects this year, our amazing construction volunteers hit the
grourd running by tackling the verandah at the main house. As we had
expected, there has been a significant amount of rot building up at the be
the posts requiring a major repair. All of the posts have are being replac
and the structure underneath &tiong a serious work over. After the
structural repairs are complete, the space will get a fresh coat of paint ar
new flooring. The goal is to have it all back together in time for the seas(
opening.

We are still working away at the plans for theeline, from the erosion
challenges to the long term opening of the area to the public, as well as t
needed fundraising to support both aspects. We will get details out to
everyone as soon as we are able to.

With all of the warm weather lately therdans are starting to show signs of
spring; the snowdrops and all of their early friends are starting to come o
These should all be putting on a good show for when we are open again
Antiques in the Garden on February'2thd the Spring Harbingerays
March 6" and 7. These two events help us get ready for our regular sea:
opening on April ¥, scrolling straight into Easter Weekend.

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1

General Information: 250526153 Administration: 256752-8573
Web sitewww.milnergardens.org Fax: 250752-3826
Email: milnergardens@shaw.ca
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We are all looking forward to the coming season and seeing everyone back; from the daily stroll to
weekly volunteer shift, it is always great to have members, volunteers and visitors enjoying and
paricipating in the gardens and woodlatitat is what makes it rewarding for all of us here!

Thank you all for your continued support,

Geoff Ball
Executive Director

Current email addresses!! Please help Milner Gardens & Woodland
save postal costs
By changing the delivery of your newsletter from post to downloading it
you receive the newsletter faster, in colour,
and Milner updates during the year!

If you are not renewing your membership in person, you may pick up your
new membership cards at the Welcome & Interpretive Centre.

Fund Development Committee Report
The Fund Development Committee (FDC) would like to thank all those who supported the Fall Fundraising Gasipai

greatly appreciated especially in this current operatitngajleaitsifiscal challengdhe Westcoast Getaway raffle was well
with all ticket purchasers certain they had the winning ticket! Thanks to all who gave up a toonie or tmaragseup pwdn
al soctoct hec¢ Bl adelMatBhing, kng Rofire BotanicabGhralan foetlieis cqpMrtbwions to the raffle.

Several events have been planned by the FDC for the next few months: aSerieg Biteakgesdening thantan Antiques
Appraisal Déee details on p&8yand another raffle (also with a gardening theme). We look forward to having you par
fundraising efforts.

Also in the early planning stage, and under the leadership of the Development and Alumni Office of Vangoiser Islan
campaign to raise funds for the restoration of the foreshore and bank. Anticipate information in the nextylewaaoritbs
part of this necessary and interesting project.

Look for details of a seminar to be held at Milner GardetesttiaG@pingn leaving part of your legacy to charitable orgal

We have had some support from foundati@29 Wb from the Vancouver Foundation and $5000 from the Christopher
beingawardetb Milner Gardens & Woodldahy tmdations this year have reduced the amount of disbursement funds
economic situatiaesulting in several applications being r&jsxta@ awaiting word on some others.

A special thank you to MGW members who have donated Glitssim iderdbers have noticed a need and responded, for
by purchasing a piece of equipment (e.g., a shop vag, an@ tiengsgrade of two older toilets to low fluph Es@ledsal very
generous members have donated cash desigpat@tid@usposes (Shoots with Roots, support for Jazz in the Gardens
are but a few examples.). A sincere thanks for all these most generous donations.

The financial support of our members beyond the purchase of membership diothshef comtcidwporaponsors play an
important role in the operation of MGW. As with many organizations these daysgijrtiedas tnerBeatlens. We
appreciatecthecgenerositycyouoyv etgseuireofmasgnasupgott r ust ¢y o
of thecontinued operation and maintenance of the Gardens.

Alice Marquardt
Chair, Fund Development Committee
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
MILNER GARDENSAND WOODLAND SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of Milner Gardens and Woodland Society for the fiscal year 2009/10, will be held §
p.m., Tuesdayune 15", 2010,in room 2@ of the Parksville Campus of Vancouver Island Uniitgréocated in the
Parksville Civic and Technology Centre, 100 East Jensen Street, Parksville. All persons, 18 years of age or old
hold current membership in Milner Gardens & Woodland at that date, are eligible to attend and vote.

Nominations fomembers of the Board of Directors:

The Societyds Bylaw 3.4 states:

AMembers of the Society at | arge who wish to nomi
and complete the appropriate nomination form which shall be availalfetifre office of the Executive Director. Suc
nominations must be submitted to the Chair of the nominating committee no later than 30 days prior to the Ann
General MeetingMay 186" this year). Nominations from the floor at the Annual General Meetirigjnot be
accepted. 0

Lou Gueho
Chair
Milner Gardens and Woodland Society

On Sunday, Februat2P10Mi | ner ¢ Gar d e n s ¢ i Axgtiquestiretie Sadlen chegypor eesseand fi ik
you missed this very enjoyable and interesting event last February, you will once again have the opportanityhee
value of some of your special treasures. A team of six appraisers with expertise in a variety of areas artluding ct
jewellery, and books will be on hand to discuss your items with you. T
The cost of an appraisal is $10 for iteenfiasid $5 for each additional item. There is no need to register for thesappit
come to the Gardens on Sunday, Felsiwahyy@ilir treasurdhe Gardens will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m..T
Unfortunately, we cannot handle agyainger than what you can eadhyno military, stamp, coin or doll appraisals are
available. T

Regular tea service as well as soup andrecavetable metCamellia Tearoom

Admission to the Gasrieby donation; free with an appRiesadsee website fadetailed list of appraiserd their
biographies.

Milner Gardens staff and volunteers look forward to seeing you in the Gardens!

(EEEE NN NN NN NN EEEES NN EEN]

To register for these Milner Garden Workshop Series please call Vanc
University Centre for Continuing Studg&6aB46252 or 282182096
Herbs for the HdBaardayarcH69:00 a.m. to Noon, with Sheila Wi
Organic GarderSagirdayiarch™i@ 26- 9:00 a.m. to NuitnSheila Willian
Small Space Edible Gavaenssdasr 34 1:00 to 4:00,pith. Rose Lynn Fl
Rose CaBatutayApril £010:30 a.m. to, Nitbrdean Hay
Nature Photographurdadpril 79:00 a.m. to 4:00nitmRichard Sillery
The Art of Hanging Basketsesdgyril 211:00 to 3:00,with. Rose Lynn Fl
Creative Patio Plajitéesinesdgyril 28 1:00 to 4:00,with. Rose Lynn Fle

1 ¢
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ShOOtS with ROOtS Charlene Forrest program coordinator Winter 2010 Newsletter

@ Helping community Shootsmake and meetRoots’ www.mala.ca/MilnerGardenstiucationrprograms.asp  education.milnergardens@shaw.ca

Multi -visit School Program - weare at the midpoint of another

wonderfulschool program yeaNow in visit #3 classes are learning about
research permits as they colleav@odland plant for theinative plant
herbarium. In théoodgarden they are starting to wake the garden from its
winter slumber getting it ready for plantingvisit #4. We had a late addition t
round out the group df4 classes involved this year, a life skills group from
John Barsbysecondary School in Nanairiichey are great fun to work with

School 6s Out and Spr-ithe2g0PBD e
Day and Spring Break Camp information is now posted onwie B8ebpage.
These sessions are always a good time for participants to have fun with frie
while they burn off some spring energy working in the Milner forest and
gardens. There have been a couple revisions to the schedule recently, to nI
room for someexciting new additions to the opportunities families have for tl
children to participate in education, through SwR at MGW.

Cinema Sundays - in January we launched new Cinema Sundays in

UrsusDen. They run on the"®and 4" Sundays of each onth and begin at
2pm. The®Sunday is for fiShootso Only,
children. The#Sunday is fARootso Ilnvited,
enjoy earththemed films in the Den. Check the SwR webpage for movie list
and more detils. The Feb 4% Shoot s 0 OrRloyx kwinl IL esah|
Scienceand Feb 28 Ro ot s o | n vMidra€asmagi | | s hon

Drum Latin - weare very excited to announce the beginning of new

Drum Latinsessions through SwR. With the school program&edh o o | 6
Day Camps we have started using djembe drums to learn Latin names of |
and animals. Thanks to Robin of Sylvan Temple Drums (sylvantemple.ca),
will have access to a fleet of fabulous drums to branch this new activity off
a whole st of sessions of their own. The first set of 4 dates begins Febrdr
Visit the SWR webpage for registration information and for future session d

Special Guest Sessions and Camp Carpe Diem - Denise
Winter (Horticulture Technician, MGW wérop student, and VIU Horticulture Therapy
studen} has developed new workshops for older Shoots to participate in thrc
SwR. During Spring Break she will run two workshops for Shoots 12 yrs an
olderc a | Desidning the Dish: Terrariums and DishGardg . Vi s i -
webpage for details. us3yoga has also booketlthesDen for 4Carpe Diem
day camp dates in February and March. See us3yoga.com for more inform|

Community Events - SwR has been invited back to 2 spring events t
offer the new8paper potmaking and veggie seed planting activity for commulj
families. On February“Bwe will be at the QB Civic Centre for Qualicum Bea
Seedy Saturday, with the fun seed hunt through the event booths before | ¢
potmaking and planting. March 1and 14" SwR will be at the Central
Vancouver Island Botanical Garden Society Spring Garden Festival at Beb
Park in Nanaimo. Please stop by to say HI and thank our voludteers



http://www.mala.ca/MilnerGardens/

Snippets
Tickling badger s. That 0c¢
asked someone for ideas to write about for the newslet
Imagine! We bothhadagoodlaugb ut it di

Considering all théhings that need doing here, one wou
think the array of topics would be endless. That, combi
with the grand plans of last year still to be tackled (or
completed), again one would think more fodder. A new
year always brings, well, more plans, progeghd such; at
least, it does in my wee piece of the planet.

But to get the season started, | am looking forward to tt
upcoming Seedy Saturday in Qualicum Beach, not only
promote Milner, but also to bask in the camaraderie tha
gener at esld homelweeak,svhen evkryone com:
out to meet and greet and get invigorated for another y«
gardening. Weodre | ike sece
and testing the air after a long winter. | find seeds
irresistible; they are the very stuff ofdiand are still the
most inexpensive element in gardening. With that in m
comes the most recent project of seed collection at Milr
We have a pretty decent selection collected by our intre
propagation group and the persistence of Sandra W. ar
Rosemary W. to see the sorting and packaging through
few more, not so minor but doable, details and we will
seeds for sale for our visitors who cannot take plants h¢
and anyone else who would like them.

Another group project last year has gisoved most
worthy; the snowdrops rescued from Nanaimo last yeat
transported in the old white truck, which groaned all the
way home, have started to show their noses. And | exg
will be a grand display, as well as a healthy number of
potted ones tgell. That was another event where the
camaraderie of likeninded people was the order of the ¢

As much as | enjoy being curled up at home watching ¢
movies and quilting in peace on cold rainy days, | have
mi ssed that. | 6&m Ifremllyfaces
catching up and tackling projects that only get done we
joint efforts. Many hands and all that.

Much easier than tickling badgers!

Kim Hammond
Nursery Grower / Grounds Keeper

Kaelen Pedersen Saunders, 6 years old, of Lantzville, B.C.,
SUL]H EHDU QDPHG "%Rpu eBUKAEIEHVIE
the beaby guessing the correct number of teddy bears in the
cottageduringMilner Christmad/agic
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Gift Shop News

| was happy that | was able to experience a
full and successful Mil
yes, for me there was magic. There were times whi
was walking behind a grougf guests and overheard
the positive comments made about how volunteers ¢
so much for this garden and make the event happen
canot tell you how good
and see how well the community supported the ever
It was a wonderful eperience for me to work with
such warrrhearted people.

| am already thinking of next year and | woul
really like to move forward with a table of tasteful
items made by our volunteers for next year. | have a
idea that | saw at the Kris Kringle Craft Eand | am
looking for a few decorative glass blocks left over frc
a buil di ng pdgfoligheccltyouthave m.
anyglass blocks you wouliike to donatefeel free to
contact me. On the same subject, if you have any id
for items for a friendr yourself to make, again, pleas
contact me.

| have made contact with a few new local
suppliers and look forward to incorporating their iterr
intoour st ock. The MsreReoipes
Tried and Trueo htheeamead:
few corrections being made and the rest will be print

Just a reminder to e
luncheon days members receive an additional 10%
regular priced items.

Helen Reimer
Visitor Services Coordinator



