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This totem pole is known as a Welcome Figure and it is located          
behind the library at Kwulasulwut gardens. This totem pole was       
created by Coast Salish artist Jane Marston. Jane is known for her 
knowledge of Coast Salish religion. She is also an instructor in the 
Women Studies program. This pole is an acknowledgement that the 
Nanaimo Vancouver Island University campus is located on the         
traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw people. The pole was also 
raised in honor of Elder Ellen White from Nanaimo who for many years 
has shared her wisdom and support to many Aboriginal /                   
Non - Aboriginal members of the VIU community.  

OUR ELDERS 
Florence James, Delores Louie, Mavis Wyse, Ray Peter, Elsie Paul, Florence (Rayôs wife) and 

Geraldine Manson 
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  Welcome from the Snuneymuxw First Nation  

 

It is with pleasure that we  welcome you on behalf of our Nation to Snuneymuxw  
Traditional Territory.  
  

We describe ourselves as a People tied to our lands and waters, which are the areas known as 
Nanaimo Estuary, Nanaimo River, Departure Bay, Newcastle Island, Piperôs Lagoon, and Gabriola 
Island.  

 
In choosing to come here, you follow a long tradition where people have come from afar to help 
make Snuneymuxw  a flourishing cultural and economic centre, a meeting place for the sharing 

of resources and ideas.   
 
We praise each and every one of you for taking the initiative to come here from your own 

Homelands to pursue your educational goals and dreams.  There is much to offer here for  
everybody and we wish you the very best as you pursue a course that brings you happiness and 
a good life.   
 

 
Traditional salutations, 
 

 

Snuneymuxw People 
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Dear Students of Vancouver Island University,  

Powel River Campus,  
 
The People of the TlaôAmin First Nation would like to 

extend a very warm welcome to all students of  
Vancouver Island University; it is an honour to live in 
a time where Native and Non-Native students can 

pursue higher learning side by side in this beautiful 
part of the world. We are living in exciting and  
interesting times, even with the challenges of the  

current global financial situation our communities 
must continue to find ways to carry on and also     
improve life. The skills and knowledge that will be 

gained through your time spent on the V.I.U campus 
will not only benefit you personally but our  
communities as whole. 
 

 The TlaôAmin people wish you luck with your studies 
and we hope you enjoy your time in Powell River.             

Dear Students of Vancouver Island University, 

Parksville Campus,  
 
It is an honour and a privilege to welcome you to  

Vancouver Island University. VIU is located within the 
territory traditional of the Coast Salish.  VIUôs main 
campus is located in Nanaimo with regional campuses 

located in Powell River , Parksville-Qualicum, and 
Cowichan. 
 

The Nanoose First Nation has witnessed and  
supported the effort to provide First Nations  
students the opportunity to achieve higher  

education. Vancouver Island University continues to 
provide a challenge for individuals, with the drive and 
will to succeed, to become role models for our young 
people and leaders at home and in their communities. 

 I remember many times being told how important an 
education is and I am sure you have heard the same 
encouragements from Elders, grand-parents and    

parents: Education is key. 
 
 I congratulate you and extend my encouragement for 

your continued success at VIU. 
  
Sincerely 

Chief David Bob  
Nanoose First Nation 

First Nations Welcome - All Campuses  

Dear Students of Vancouver Island University -Cowichan Campus  

On behalf of Cowichan Tribes Chief & Council, Elders, and membership, we welcome all the students to our 
traditional territory, of which VIU -Cowichan Campus is currently situated within.  Increasing your knowledge 

and following your goals to completion is a value taught by our Elders, and we are glad you are taking the 
time to further your education; we hope your aspirations will be met with success.  We trust you will find that 
the community-minded, individually focused, approach of VIU will enhance your education experience. We 

look forward to seeing you in the community upon completion of your chosen field.  

Huy tseep q'u 

Chief Lydia Hwitsum 

on behalf of COWICHAN TRIBES 
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Welcome to Vancouver Island University!  
 
The Vancouver Island University community acknowledges and thanks the Snuneymuxw First Nation on whose  
traditional lands we teach, learn, research, live and share knowledge.  

  
We also acknowledge and thank the Aboriginal communities of Vancouver Island and the Coastal region for their 
collaboration and support and in particular the participation of local Elders, community leaders and educators in 

our programs, services and activities.  
  
Vancouver Island University invests in people, provides high quality education programs and fosters student  

success in a supportive environment for learners. We continue to build a strong reputation for student success 
through our faculty and staff commitment to the individual learning experience.  
 

Vancouver Island University supports the active participation of Aboriginal people and is committed to working with 
and learning from the Aboriginal communities of this region and beyond to improve educational opportunities for 
Aboriginal learners.  Serving students in four campus locations, VIU continues to be a place that is a  

preferred choice for education by and for Aboriginal people.  
 
With the advice of VIUôs First Nations Advisory Committee new initiatives for student success are fostered.  

Partnerships and collaboration with Aboriginal communities are important to continued program development. Our 
goal is to work with Elders and leaders to support learning programs that reflect the rich culture and traditions of 
Aboriginal people. With the leadership inputs of our Aboriginal colleagues we are developing a new Aboriginal  

Service Plan and designing a new Aboriginal centre. We are building on the strength of past successes while  
making positive enhancements in support of Aboriginal learners.  
 

We welcome all students and support each of them in their educational adventures. I wish you joy and success in 
your learning experiences at Vancouver Island University. 
 

 
Ralph Nilson, PhD 
President and Vice-Chancellor 

Welcome from the  
President  

Ralph Nilson  
President and Vice-Chancellor 
Vancouver Island University 

www.viu.ca/president   

 


