You are Admitted to the Bachelor of Arts – What Should You Know?
If your goal is a Bachelor of Arts, you will need to complete:

· a minimum of 120 credits (most courses are normally 3 credits each)
· Institutional degree requirements such as: 
· 2 of English (115, 125, 135 or LBST 111/112)
· One major or two minors. 

Majors and Minors

The list of majors and minors and BA general information is at http://www.mala.ca/calendar/UniversityDegreeCompletion/bamajorsminors/index.asp. You can click on each option to see the required courses for your first year. 

Keeping Options Alive

If you are unsure of the major (or minors) you wish to complete, you should register in courses that will keep your options alive. As an example, you can keep at least 5 different options alive in your first year by taking a pair of courses from 5 different majors.
Electives

Probably over 50% of the courses you will take within your degree will be ‘electives’. Elective courses are university courses (http://www.mala.ca/calendar/courses/INTRO.ASPX) of your choice; you can view the descriptions (including prerequisites) at http://www.mala.ca/calendar/courses/index.aspx.
Number of Courses to Register in
Students who wish to complete their degree in four years will normally register in 5 courses in the Fall (September – December) and 5 courses in the Spring (January - April). If any of your courses are full, you are encouraged to have ‘back-up’ courses (to a maximum of 21 credits per semester). However, many students take less than 5 courses (per semester) due to work, family commitments, or to ensure a good start.
If you are being supported by scholarships, bursaries or student loans, be aware of their eligibility rules. For example, a minimum 60% load – 9 credits/semester may be required.
Register for both Semesters & Course Clusters
Students are encouraged to register sign up for both Fall and Spring courses on your initial registration date; you can register (or change your selections) any time after.
Check out Course Clusters at http://www.mala.ca/clusters/index.asp.
Degree Advisors
If you wish to declare your major or minors and will have a minimum of 24 credits, you should make an appointment with a degree advisor in your Spring semester - http://www.mala.ca/advising/currentstudents/degreeadvisors.asp.

Important Dates
There are important dates to remember, for example, the deadline for dropping courses http://www.viu.ca/calendar/GeneralInformation/Dates09-10.asp. 
