Increasing your Chances of Entering the BSN

You may be very disappointed that you were not granted a seat in our Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN). Unfortunately, we are not able to increase the number of seats in our program as that is determined by provincial funding. In addition, we do not control the number of applicants (and their GPA) each year.

The following suggestions are a summary of discussions within the Nursing Faculty, Admissions & Registration, and the Advising Centre. Individuals within these departments do not have additional comments beyond what is written below. You can contact the Advising Centre (740-6410) if you need clarification on any of the following topics:
Take University Courses:

Students are encouraged to take up to two English courses (115/116 or 111/112), Biol 156/157 or Biol 151/152 and 153/154. (Please note that Biol 156 and 157 are difficult to get into as they are initially reserved for students accepted into the BSN program)
If students achieve a higher mark on their university English and/or Biology courses, that mark will replace their high school marks for admission GPA consideration. Students can also take up to two other university courses which will reduce their elective requirements in the program.

Apply for Other Health-Related Programs

Students may consider applying for and taking the Home Support/Resident Care Attendant or the Practical Nursing programs. Either of these programs will help students become a health care practitioner, and hopefully, confirm that this is an appropriate vocation. In addition, it will allow them to develop a stronger personal profile.
Vancouver Island University is currently updating the bridging courses necessary for practical nurses to enter the BSN program. This should allow future PN graduates to enter the BSN program at Year 2 after taking the bridging courses. (Please note that this process may be competitive as well; based on the applicant’s GPA in the PN courses)
Retake High School Courses:

We will take the higher mark in courses that are repeated. You may consider retaking courses in which you have less than an ‘A’. Upgrading can take place here at VIU. Contact the ABE department (250) 740-6425.
Rewrite Your Personal Profile

We review your writing skills as well as the content of the Profile you write. There is not one specific experience we recommend for developing a successful profile. We list on the Profile form the type of experiences that will allow you to confirm if you are a good fit for the field of nursing. The Writing Centre is available to students requiring assistance. For more information call (250) 753-3245 local 2115. This form may change from year to year as well.
Thank you for your interest in becoming a student in the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program at Vancouver Island University. We wish you every success!
