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Good evening. I am Steve Lane, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities here at Vancouver Island University, and on behalf of VIU and the Ralph and Betty Gustafson Trust, I would like to welcome you to our annual Gustafson Poetry lecture, this year to be delivered by Don McKay.

Let me first of all acknowledge that we gather here in the traditional territory of the Snuneymuxw people. And we gather together, as humans have for millennia, as a community, to provide an audience for one who engages us with the power of language.

This gathering has become quite remarkable as part of Nanaimo’s Fall cultural calendar. This isn’t your father’s poetry reading; this is an event, with lots of buzz, a live audience, and a premium on performance over print. This is one of those chances to rehabilitate poetry and literature from what the school system all-too-often has done to them. More importantly, I think, the Gustafson poetry lecture illustrates how the arts and humanities enrich our lives. Those of us who work within the arts and humanistic disciplines find ourselves on the defensive too much of the time; on Gustafson night, any such stance is dissolved as we see demonstrated the value of what we do.
For me, part of the pleasure is that this is not merely a poetry reading. I was thinking how much I have enjoyed some of the past years’ lectures, where reflections on poetics or the place of poetry are illustrated with the poet’s work. I think most of us like to hear people talk about what they do well.
For me, the evening invokes a long tradition of attempts to identify, situate, and understand poetry. This tradition extends at least as far back as Aristotle, and through the likes of Sir Philip Sidney, William Wordsworth, Percy Shelley, T.S. Eliot, and others, right on up to the present. I look forward to hearing what Don McKay has to say in this vein.
I must publicly thank the organizing committee for devoting their time and energy to this event. Craig Tapping did much of the planning and securing of the poet, before he had to step down as committee chair in September. At that point, Dale Wik took over and has proven an outstanding “closer”. People like Joy and Frank and Midya performed various functions of planning, promoting, and purchasing. I am certain there are several others, from students to various faculty and staff, whose role I have missed but who also contributed to tonight’s event. A further thank you to Doug Stetar and the film unit from the Media Research Lab for filming the event tonight.
And finally, a feature of these introductions that has crept in of late: please ensure that cell phones, pagers, and other devices are turned off, made to vibrate, or put to sleep somehow.

Back to you, Dale.

