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Good evening. I am Steve Lane, Dean of Arts and Humanities here at Malaspina University-College, and on behalf of Malaspina and the Ralph and Betty Gustafson Trust, I would like to welcome you to our annual Gustafson Poetry lecture, this year to be delivered by Tom Wayman.

This event has become quite remarkable as part of Nanaimo’s Fall cultural calendar. We always comment on the fact that so many people, in Nanaimo, on a Thursday night, in the rain, will come to listen to a distinguished poet come speak about poetry. Of course, I suspect it also has something to do with the wine and cheese after, but maybe I’m getting cynical in my old age.

But seriously, I have come to truly enjoy these events if for their intellectual stimulation. The past few Gustafson lectures have been quite an education for me, and they remind me of the pleasure that can be had listening to someone with authorial authority – yes, that’s really what I wanted to say – with authorial authority talk about a subject that inevitably leads to speculation on aesthetics, politics, justice, economics, and a whole range of interrelated subjects. For me, the evening invokes a long tradition of attempts – “essais” – to identify and understand poetry. This tradition extends at least as far back as Aristotle, and through the likes of Sir Philip Sidney, Percy Shelley, and others, right on up to the present. 
My final comments relate to the title of tonight’s talk: “Living With the ‘Post’ies: The Music of Poetry in a Discordant World”. I have not read Tom’s paper, but it sounds like it, too, may invoke a long tradition of trying to place poetry in the context of an ever-changing world. Here is a comment from William Wordsworth, in a letter dated 1842 that makes reference to sluggish book sales: “Dr. Arnold [the Headmaster at Rugby school] told me that his lads seemed to care for nothing but [Dickens’s] next number” (Letters VII: 314). And again a couple of years later, he wrote to his publisher, “[h]ow can any One[,] when such trashy books as D’Israeli’s are run after[,] expect any portion of the public attention, unless he confines hims[elf] to personalities or topics of the day” (Letters VII, 556).
Now, I do not think Mr. Wayman will be complaining about novels; I merely suggest that examinations of poetry’s place in culture have been undertaken for over 150 years now and the Gustafson Poetry lecture continues that tradition.
I must publicly thank the organizing committee for devoting their time and energy to this event. Deb Torkko and Kate Braid have once again co-chaired the committee, and done a helluva lot of work, along with their student assistant Jennifer McDonald. And they had varying contributions from a committee that included Daniel Burgoyne, Craig Tapping, Doug Stetar, and Richard Arnold. I am sure several others, from students to various faculty and staff, also contributed to tonight’s event. A further thank you to Doug Stetar and the film unit from the Media Research Lab for filming the event tonight.
And finally, a feature of these introductions that has crept in of late: please ensure that cell phones, pagers, and other devices are turned off or put to sleep somehow.

And now, let me introduce Professor Kate Braid of Malaspina’s Creative Writing and Journalism department, who will be introducing this year’s Gustafson Distinguished Poet.

