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$8.5M HELPS TO FUND DEEP BAY SHELLFISH RESEARCH CENTRE 
NANAIMO – An investment of $8.5 million from the federal and provincial governments and Vancouver Island University will help fund a new shellfish research station for Vancouver Island University in Deep Bay and contribute to creating up to 55 direct jobs.
James Lunney, MP for Nanaimo-Alberni, and Ron Cantelon, Nanaimo-Parksville MLA, made the announcement today.

“Vancouver Island University has been under-girding the developing shellfish industry with front-line scientific research. The Deep Bay Field station is strategically placed in the heart of one of the most productive regions; it is an excellent example of this institutions leadership in knowledge transfer that drives economic development,” said Lunney.

“This centre will showcase Vancouver Island University's cutting-edge technology and innovation in shellfish aquaculture,” said Cantelon. “The provincial government is pleased to partner with the federal government, VIU and First Nations to create jobs and provide economic opportunities for First Nations shellfish aquaculture on Vancouver Island. Long-term plans for the shellfish station at Deep Bay include a world-class culinary centre, which will attract tourists to the region.”
This investment is part of the federal government’s two-year, $2-billion plan to repair and expand research and educational facilities at Canadian post-secondary institutions. The Knowledge Infrastructure Program is helping to provide economic stimulus and promote employment by creating jobs for engineers, architects, tradespeople and technicians. In B.C. the federal government is providing up to 50 per cent of the cost of selected projects on a cost-share basis with the Province.
Today’s funding announcement will allow Vancouver Island University to start the $8.5-million project, for which the university has already raised $4.3 million. Construction is expected to begin May 1, 2009.

“By providing half of all the funding for these projects, we’re able to keep British Columbians working while investing in facilities for our post-secondary institutions,’’ said Murray Coell, Minister of Advanced Education and Labour Market Development. “We’re directing our resources to where they can produce the biggest and most immediate benefits – creating jobs, stability and confidence for families, and building and renewing campus infrastructure. Province-wide these projects will create almost 3,000 direct jobs”

The centre will support First Nations shellfish aquaculture businesses through training and mentoring, strengthen innovation by increasing interaction between researchers and industry, accelerate the use of new knowledge by linking research and training, and support coastal economies.
This is one of 29 projects at post-secondary institutions across the province that will break ground quickly thanks to a joint federal-provincial investment of $433 million. The total investment in these projects is $455 million including contributions from institutions. This project is also part of an overall $14-billion capital infrastructure program supported by the Province to create jobs and vital public infrastructure in every region of B.C. 
“This new research station will support the growth of the shellfish industry and spur on the creation of new jobs on Vancouver Island and the Sunshine Coast, benefiting communities and First Nations,” said Ralph Nilson, president and vice-chancellor of Vancouver Island University. “We are grateful that the government of British Columbia recognizes the important role education and research is playing in shaping the shellfish industry. This Centre will attract international attention and new investment for coastal communities and the Province of B.C.”
The Province has provided more than $3 million to support shellfish research at Vancouver Island University since 2001, including $1.5 million for the Centre for Shellfish Research, a 1,170-square-metre building that opened in October 2004 on the university’s main campus in Nanaimo.  
Canada’s Economic Action Plan sets out to stimulate the Canadian economy over the next two years and to improve our long-term competitiveness through $12 billion in new infrastructure investment, which includes the $2-billion Knowledge Infrastructure Program. 


For more information on the provincial government’s three-year job creation plan, visit www.gov.bc.ca/infrastructure. For more information about the Knowledge Infrastructure Program visit www.ic.gc.ca/knowledge-infrastructure.
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