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About This Session
·Part lecture/part hands-on

·Mini Lecture: Basics of Twitter & how to use

· for yourself

·Create an account

·Mini Lecture: Use Twitter for your classes/learning groups 

(some ideas)

·Mini Lecture: Embedding Twitter in Moodle

·Hands On Opportunity to Embed in Existing Shell 

· I have 35 to share

·Other hands on

·Graceful exits, anyone?

·Please mute cells, pagers, etc.



Some Assumptions
·We have Twitter newbies

·They need accounts & to get up to speed on how to 

use Twitter

·We have some experienced tweeters

·They need to be patient & supportive while we get 

newbies online w/twitter

·Straw poll: What category are you?

·Twitter jockey volunteer



Workshop Plan
·Mini Lecture: What is Twitter & Whatôs involved

·Create an Account

·Mini Lecture: Twitter Basics

·Follow someone  & Tweet

·Julia by any chance?

·Mini Lecture: Twitter & Educational Uses

·Mini Lecture: Embed a Twitter block in Moodle

·Hands On Play

·Items of your choice

·Julia circulates



What is "Twitter"?

Å a microblogging
platform vs. longer 
blogging
o text, images, 

photos, audio in 
small bits

Ånetworks individuals to share messages of no more than 140 
characters @ a time

Åallows us to share from the ñwho caresò to the sublime
o initially there was a lot of ñwho caresò content--still is
o increasingly leveraged for current events, learning & business 

communities
Á& increasingly--spam 

Åusers follow "friends" & people can "follow" other users ("followers) 
= subscriptions & subscribers



What's involved?

Åcreating an account allows you create your own 
content & follow others'
o to be widely followed, make your tweets public
o individuals, groups, organizations & businesses 

have accounts 
Å "tweets"= content published through Twitter
Åyou create tweets or follow other people's tweets (your 

"friends")
o friends
o family
o colleagues
o content area experts



Creating an Account?
ÅAccounts can be public or private
ÅPublic: people can find & follow you by searching
ÅPrivate: only people you approve can follow (in 
settings near bottom above ñsaveò)

ÅThink of this first account as your ñpersonalò twitter.
ÅJuliaôs aside on your digital footprint & 
professionalism coming upé 



Juliaôs Aside on Your Digital Footprint

ÅTwitterðand other social networking are not 
therapy or a place to vent
ÅShould you create separate accounts (public & 

private)?
ÅIf you want to be perceived as a professional, use 
the rule, ñCould my mother & boss read this without 
being offended or thinking Iôm [fill in the blankðeg. 
foolish, irresponsible]



Tips on Professionalism & Social Networking

ÅHere are a couple of good resources for keeping 
your social networking professional
Å Burning Bridges on Twitter
Å http://www.impactlab.com/2009/02/19/burning-bridges-

on-twitter/

Å How to use Facebook without Losing Your Job over it
Å http://internetducttape.com/2007/03/08/how-to-use-

facebook-without-losing-your-job-over-it/

Å Make Sure Your Facebook Profile Doesnôt Lose You a 
Job
Å http://www.dumblittleman.com/2009/02/make-sure-your-

facebook-profile-doesnt.html
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Create Your Personal Account
ÅGo to www.twitter.com
ÅCreate your twitter account

http://www.twitter.com/


Finding Good Content
o Click on Find People & enter jhengstler
o Follow me: jhengstler
o To find other tweets worth following, check

Áhttp://www.twellow.com/
Áhttp://tweepsearch.com/
Áwww.search.twitter.com
Ásearch key words
Áfind individuals, Twitter Groups, 

organizations or businesses of interest 
re. key words
Áadvanced search: 

http://search.twitter.com/advanced
Áhttp://mrtweet.net/

Á Find someone of interestðsee who s/he follows

http://www.twellow.com/
http://tweepsearch.com/
http://tweepsearch.com/
http://www.search.twitter.com/
http://search.twitter.com/advanced
http://mrtweet.net/
http://mrtweet.net/


Using Twitter: Tweeting
Å tweets are your postings
Å prompted by "What are you doing now?ò buté

Å tweets get their own URL so can be linked to (see ~50-60 days; 
archive possibleðmore on that later)

Å You have 140 characters (upcoming premium service may provide 
more for $) (more to say see: http://140it.com/ )

Å Need to be briefðcounter keeps track of characters
Å URLs can eat up a lot of characters

· Use URL shortening services to compress
o Popular service: TinyURL http://tinyurl.com/

o toolbar download for browser on site (scroll down)
o more URL shorteners from SEO Blog

o bit.ly
o tr.im
o poprl.com
o xrl.us [Metamark]
o cli.gs
o budurl.com

http://140it.com/
http://tinyurl.com/
http://seo2.0.onreact.com/7-url-shortening-services-for-business-twitter-usage
http://bit.ly/
http://tr.im/
http://poprl.com/
http://metamark.net/
http://cli.gs/
http://budurl.com/

