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Moodle: General 

Introduction
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What can it do?

º Most basic: Provide an online archive/database for 
document/data sharing
¸ posting outlines, handouts, powerpoints

º Facilitate Communications/Idea Exchange
¸ Egs. Internal emails, discussion groups, synchronous 

chat

º More advanced: facilitative collaboration & creation 
of constructivist knowledge 
¸ Eg. virtual collaborative work spaces, wikis

º Provides a range of activitiesðfrom assignments, 
polls/surveys, to quizzes

º Track student access statisticsðwhere & how long 
a student has been in an area of a course
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Course Shells
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What is a Moodle Shell?

ºA shell is a course container that 
you can configure. It can come with 
all the bells & whistles or be 
stripped down to its most basic. 
Functions can be added/removed 
or hidden/revealed at any time. Up 
to now, weôve been getting the fairly 
stripped down version.
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What is The Education Shell

º Customized Moodle Shell: the ñbasicò course 

model for our faculty.

º Built with our evolving uses in mindðfrom data 

relay to more interactive/collaborative student 

work. You can simply hide anything you donôt 

want to use at this stage & reveal 

sections/activities/resources as youôre prepared 

to use them. 

º Your course will be a version of the Ed. Shell

¸ clone it for future courses when you get it 

where you want itðcuts down on 

development time
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Getting Started with 

Moodle

February 2010



Create Your User Account

º In either IE or Firefox 
(Safari is NOT 
supported), go to 
http://educ.viuonline.ca

º Make sure your 
computer meets the 
requirements

º Once youôve met the 
requirements, locate 
ñCreate new accountò

º Follow the directionsð
usernames may only be 
alphabetic
¸ You must use a ñliveò 

email account when 
registering
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Content Development

º Actual development of the course space is 
up to the instructor

º Training provided by 
¸ your EdTech (me) 

¸VIUOnline

¸ Teaching and Learning Centre (TLC) 
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Getting Started w/ a Course

º In either IE or Firefox 
(Safari is NOT 
supported), go to 
http://educ.viuonline.ca

º Locate ñInstructor 
Course Requestsò

º Select New Course or 
Duplicate Course 
Request a shell from 
VIUOnline  via the 
Moodle links

¸ VIUOnline oversees 
Moodle for the 
University; they 
send your requests 
on to me to fill 
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Logging In to Moodle

º In browser, go to 

http://educ.viuonline.ca/

º Login w/ your username & 

password

¸ If you donôt have 

username/password,

create new account 

(Confirmation will be 

sent to your email; 

once you confirm 

your account via that 

email youôll be able to 

login)
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Main Interface

º From here you can

¸ Access support

¸ Request new 

course shells or 

duplicates of 

previous course 

shells

º Note you are logged in as you (image only shows if 

youôve loaded it in ñProfileò)

º Turn editing off/on

º See youôre  in the Education Moodle

¸ See the 

Education site 

Calendar

¸ See handy links
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In Your Courses

º Scroll down to see 
the courses to which 
you have access

¸ Shortcut to find a 
particular course 
in long list: Ctrl+F
type in short 
name (eg EDTE 
516)

º Access useful links

º See who else is 
online right now

º Access Support
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