Prior Learning Assessment (PLA)—Descriptions of Papers and Exams
For English 115, 125, and 225	

PLA English 115
English 115 focuses on critical thinking and reading, academic writing, and research skills, consistent with the conditions and expectations students encounter as readers and writers at university. A reading list of prose nonfiction, including contemporary and Canadian content, will be assigned by the instructor.

Writing will comprise approximately 4000-5000 words in total. Students will negotiate appropriate essay topics with the instructor setting or marking the paper. 

Research Paper:
· The research paper must be a minimum of 1500 words.
· The paper must use a minimum of three (3) secondary sources (outside the primary source, if applicable).
· The sources should be varied (books, articles, Internet sites, videos, etc.)
· The student will use a standard citation system such as MLA or APA (to be decided on in consultation with the instructor).
· The paper will be argumentative or persuasive.
· The paper will be graded according to the English Department grading standards.

Exam [PLA only]:
The exam will be at least two hours long.
Dictionaries and handbooks will be allowed at the discretion of the instructor.
The exam must include at least one essay. A student who cannot pass the exam at standards of literacy will not pass the course, regardless of the grades received on take-home or other course assignments. 



PLA English 125

This introduction to the concept of literary genres explores the relationship between literature and its historical and cultural contexts. This course emphasizes reading, research, and writing.

A reading list for English 125, not to exceed the equivalent of 3 book-length texts, will be assigned by the instructor. Readings may comprise any mix of prose nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama and must cover a minimum of two genres. The literature studied will include some contemporary and Canadian content.
Writing will comprise approximately 4000-5000 words in total. Students will negotiate appropriate essay topics with the instructor setting or marking the paper. 

Research Paper:
· The research paper must be a minimum of 1500 words.
· The paper must use a minimum of three (3) secondary sources (outside the primary source, if applicable).
· The sources should be varied (books, articles, Internet sites, videos, etc.)
· The student will use a standard citation system such as MLA or APA (to be decided on in consultation with the instructor).
· The paper will be argumentative or persuasive.
· The paper will be graded according to the English Department grading standards.

Exam [PLA only]:
The exam will be at least two hours long.
Dictionaries and handbooks will be allowed at the discretion of the instructor.
The exam must include at least one essay. A student who cannot pass the exam at standards of literacy will not pass the course, regardless of the grades received on take-home or other course assignments. 



PLA English 225

A current business or technical writing textbook will be chosen by a faculty member prior to submission and evaluation of the assignments. The student will follow the textbook’s guidelines with regard to formatting specifications for the various business documents / assignments. Topics for the assignments will be provided by the instructor (or chosen by the instructor from those provided in the textbook).  

English 225 is intended for business students in various fields. All sections of English 225 will ask students to prepare and present the following:

1) Letters, emails, and memos

2) A midterm (requiring the student to write at least one business letter)

3) A progress report or equivalent

4) A formal report (of no less than 1500-2000 words in the body of the report) incorporating research and citations

5) An oral presentation

6) A news release, resume, or equivalent assignment

General Educational Outcomes:

Students should be able to
· Demonstrate ability to analyze audience and purpose for specific writing tasks
· Demonstrate ability to choose an appropriate form for specific writing tasks
· Understand a range of business forms as outlined above
· Demonstrate a sense of format aesthetics
· Demonstrate competency in writing clearly, concisely, and correctly

Specific Learning Outcomes:

Students should be able to
· Write emphatic, structurally sound sentences
· Combine conciseness and thoroughness in writing content
· Format correctly letters, memos, and reports
· Produce readable, attractively designed documents, making effective use of indentation, headings, bolding/underlining, various fonts, and other visual elements
· Choose an appropriate rhetorical strategy to send neutral, positive, and negative messages
· Conduct primary and secondary research using the library and databases
· Document research according to professional standards
· Choose appropriate tone, voice, and discourse for different writing tasks
· Use inclusive language 
· Write to a deadline
