
Diploma & Bachelor of Science in 

Fisheries & Aquaculture at 

Vancouver Island University



The Fisheries and Aquaculture Department's 

mission is to provide excellence in teaching, 

learning and inquiry in marine and fresh water 

resource stewardship by providing 

technologists, biologists and scientists with 

practical knowledge and hands-on skills. To 

this end, the Fisheries & Aquaculture 

Department works in collaboration with all 

sectors to foster employable skills for work in 

local, national and international settings.



A critical component to our philosophy is that we view 

fisheries management and aquaculture as interrelated and 

necessary components in the successful stewardship of 

marine & freshwater resources. All students take extensive 

courses directly related to aquaculture, fisheries 

management, biodiversity & conservation, and marine and 

freshwater ecology while in our program.



Program Overview
Å Specialization since 1979

Å Diploma (2 years) & Post-Degree 
Diploma in Fisheries & Aquaculture (1 
year)

Å B.Sc. F & A started in 1996 (4 years)

Å Each combine practical field 
experience and academic course 
work

Å Extensive facilities on and off-campus

Å Partnerships with government 
agencies, NGOs, & private sector

Å Programs are integrated so that you 
can get Diploma and continue on 
immediately, or in future, to B.Sc.

Sampling Cutthroat Trout Populations

Invertebrate Zoology Course



Program Options

Diploma Program:

Core Science courses

Specialized courses

1-Year Post degree

2-Year technology

Direct Enrollment B.Sc.:

Ladders from the 

Diploma into B.Sc.:

Advanced credits (Up to 60)

3rd year standing

Graduate in 4 ï5 years

Technical Diploma + B.Sc.

Advantage: additional applied 

courses plus more practicum 

& project experience. 

Graduate in 4 years

B.Sc. Fisheries & 

Aquaculture

Klaklakama Lake Survey. Students on a beaver dam



First Nations training in a career in 

Fisheries and Aquaculture
ÅWork outdoors

ÅManage aquatic resources

ÅEnjoy many employment 
opportunities, locally, nationally, 
and internationally.

With VIUôs Fisheries and 
Aquaculture program, you can 
get the practical field experience 
and academic skills needed for 
a rewarding and challenging 
career.

At VIU, aboriginal ways of 
knowing and being are valued 
and our students are supported 
in their studies



On-Campus Facilities

Classrooms / Labs / Offices

Warm-water 

hatchery

Freshwater System

Trout & Sturgeon Hatcheries

Saltwater 

System

Phytoplankton 

Greenhouse

Centre for Shellfish 

Research



On-Campus Facilities

Warm water fish hatchery

Analytical Lab

Phytoplankton 

Greenhouse

Rainbow Trout Culture 

Fish Museum

Sturgeon Culture



Centre For Shellfish Research
ÅOpened October 2004

ÅState of the art facility

ÅSeawater recirculation system

ÅNEW! Field Site: Deep Bay 
Research & Training Farm

ÅExamples of Current 
Research Programs:

ïEcological Interactions

ïShellfish Health & Husbandry 

ïSocio-economic impacts of 
invertebrate aquaculture

ïTraining

ïCommunications
Dr. Penny Barnes (CSR), investigating 

biodiversity associated with an oyster farm

CSR building at VIU



New in 2009 International Sturgeon Centre

Conservation & 

Aquaculture research 

hand in hand to save a 

precious & endangered 

world resource. 



Off-Campus Facilities
CSR: New Deep Bay Field Site


