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A significant dimension of my experience at
Vancouver Island University (VIU) is involvement
with various student organizations and programs.
Since | started working for Peer Helper program at
International Education, being a volunteer has been
an integral part of my school life. | have been a board
member of Students’ Union, have been a member of
Global Studies Student Association for two years, and
f have worked for several on-campus jobs. All of above
have been completely new challenges for me; learning new tasks and concepts, getting to
know people from various backgrounds and working with them in different ways. |
believe that | have gained important experiences which would not be achievable if | were
to only stay in a classroom and a library. However, such interactions with this wide range
of school bodies may only have been possible due to the distinctive settings of VIU as a
post-secondary institution. Because the size of VIU is relatively small, you are able to get
to know people more deeply, not only your colleagues but also faculties and staffs, which
is not likely to happen in a bigger university setting. People you meet may become a
source of influence and inspiration for you to involve in a particular field and to work for
those people. VIU would provide you a lot of opportunities to meet with such people.

In terms of the program | am enrolled, Global Studies program has been an excellent
learning arena for me. Because it is a fairly new program, | have been able to see and to
actually involve in the changes that are taking place. For example in two years since |
came here | have seen the evolvement of and the great improvement of the new Model
United Nations program. It is exciting to see various transformations within the program |
am in. Also, my specific circumstances as an international student have become a special
attachment to the course designs of Global Studies. Such as my particular perspectives as
a Japanese student or such as my empirical knowledge from cross-cultural education
function in ways to deepen my understandings of course materials as well as to interact
with class as a different angle. A small class setting also contributes to my learning
experience. Because | do not have to sit in a theatre with a couple hundreds students,
interaction with other students are more frequent, and teachers are always available for
consultation and advice. Especially for students in a program like Global Studies, such
environment is substantial since a large part of learning may not be in a textbook.

International Education Department
900 Fifth Street, Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada V9R 5S5
Telephone: (250) 740-6316 Fax: (250) 740-6471 E-mail: study@viu.ca
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Living in Nanaimo can greatly contribute to your learning as well. Effects of a semi-
periphery with convenient access to big cities such as Vancouver and Victoria create the
kind of atmosphere conductive to your studies while not leaving you too bored.
Vancouver Island is also a full of natural beauties. Rivers, ocean, lakes, parks, mountains,
islets and etc... you can get almost anything you can think of as outdoor activities. Since
it is important to maintain the balance between your school works and some sort of
relaxation and exercise, Nanaimo can offer you that balance with splendid natures.
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