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I have been studying in Vancouver Island
University (VIU) since September, 2001. |
started with the ESL program and now
continue to Business Administration. And
after living in Nanaimo for five years, | have a
chance to experience VIU from many
different aspects.

| first came to Nanaimo with my sister. | have
to admit that we were very impressed by the
beauty of the country starting from the trip
from Vancouver airport to Nanaimo. The
nature, mild Mediterranean climate and kindness of people with never disappearing
smiles on their faces, were the outstanding factors to ease the worry and fear of being on
the other side of the world.

After starting to meet people, starting school, | saw that people from Nanaimo are used to
accepting people from different cultures, so they made the adjusting period a lot easier.
For me it was amazing to meet not only Canadians, but also people from all around the
world. I was really surprised to see that there were a lot of people from Turkey as well.
International Student Services Office and the peer helpers who volunteered to guide us
during our first weeks were great help. We were not signed in for home-stay or dorms, so
we gladly took advantage of the help we were offered.

Over the years, | realized that Vancouver Island University is a good choice for people
who want to study in North America. First of all, the prices are very comparable to other
options. Everybody can compare the school prices but most importantly, it is possible to
live in Nanaimo for a very low cost. Housing is cheaper, and considering the fact that the
city is small, transportation is not a very important problem.

Besides the financial advantages, the most important thing that makes choosing VIU a
very good decision is that, the education system and the relations with our instructors, as
well as the administrative staff are so humane and encouraging. Now that | look in to the
past, think about my experiences, | see that VIU is improving with high speed over the
years. They are trying very hard to offer the students more and more every year. The new
buildings including the new library, the services they provide, new programs as well as
the recreational activities for both Canadian and International students.

To sum up, living in Nanaimo, attending VVancouver Island University has not only given
me education in business administration but also very important life experiences and |
will never forget my time here.



Eylil 2001 den bu yana VIU'da égrenim gériiyorum. ESL (ingilizce Hazirlik) programi ile
basladim ve simdi Isletme alaninda devam ediyorum. Nanaimo’da gegen beg yildan
sonra, VIU’y1 bir cok degisik yonu ile yagsama sansini elde ettim.

Nanaimo'ya ilk kez kiz kardesimle birlikte geldik. itiraf etmeliyim ki Vancouver hava
alanindan Nanaimo’ya yaptigimiz yolculukla baslamak Uzere Glkenin gizelligi beni ¢cok
etkiledi. Dogasi, ihman akdeniz iklimi ve ylzlerinden hi¢ eksilmeyen gulimsemeleri ile
insanlarin nezaketi dinyanin 6blr ucunda olmanin yarattigi endise ve korkulari
yatistiran énemli unsurlardi.

Okula ve insanlarla tanismaya basladiktan sonra, Nanaimo sakinlerinin degisik
kultdrlerden insanlari kabul etmeye aligkin olduklarini, bdylece de uyum saglama
surecini kolaylastirdiklarini gézledim. Yalnizca Kanadalilar'la degil, ayni zamanda
dinyanin her tarafindan insanlarla tanismak benim igin ¢cok etkileyiciydi. Turkiye’den bir
cok insanin da orada oldugunu gérmek beni ayrica ¢ok sasirtti. Bize rehberlik eden
Uluslararasi Ogrenci Biirosu calisanlari ve goniillii yardimeilarin ilk haftalardaki gabalari
cok yardimci oldu. Aile yani ya da yurtlara kaydolmamistik. Bu nedenle bize sunduklari
yardimlari mutlulukla kabul ettik.

Gecen yillar igerisinde, VIU'nin Kuzey Amerika’da 6grenim gérmek isteyenler igin iyi bir
secim oldugunu daha da iyi fark ettim. Oncelikle, fiyatlar diger seceneklerle
karsilastirildiginda ¢ok uygun. Herkes fiyat karsilagtirmasi yapabilir ama en dnemlisi,
Nanaimo’da ¢ok kisith bir bitgeyle yasamak mumkin. Kiralar digik ve kuguk bir
yerlesme olmasi nedeniyle ulasim énemli bir sorun olmaktan ¢ikiyor.

Ekonomik avantajlarinin yani sira, VIU'nin se¢imini isabetli bir karar durumuna getiren
en onemli etmen, egitim sisteminin ve hem 6gretim Gyeleri hem de idari personelle olan
iliskilerin son derece tesvik edici ve insancil olmasi. Simdi gegmise baktigimda,
deneyimlerimi disindiglimde goériyorum ki VIU yillar icerisinde ¢ok hizli bir gelisme
gosterdi. Ogrencilere her gegen yil daha fazla olanak sunmak igin ok galisiyorlar. Yeni
kutiphane dahil olmak Gzere yapilan yeni binalar, verdikleri servisler, yeni programlar ve
hem Kanadali hem de uluslararasi 6grencilere sunduklari sosyal aktiviteler gibi.

Sonug olarak Nanaimo’da yasamak, Vancouver Island University devam etmek bana
yalnizca igletme 6grenimi degil, ayni zamanda ¢ok énemli bir hayat tecribesi kazandirdi
ve burada gecirdigim dénemi asla unutmayacagim.

International Education Department
900 Fifth Street, Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada V9R 5S5
Telephone: (250) 740-6316 Fax: (250) 740-6471 E-mail: study@viu.ca
Website: www.viu.ca/international
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