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Letter from the Editor 
 

Dear readers: 
 
Although I am a second year  student, this passed summer was 

only my first in Nanaimo. I did not taken any summer courses in 

the first session as I decided to work instead with the Western Stu-

dent Housing . After spending my days working, I would head off to 

the  water front, which is a hotspot in the summer for a variety of fun activities. It was very 

relaxing and made me feel so refreshed for the next day. As the weekends came, different 

get-together plans emerged, such as playing soccer (my favourite sport). One of the most 

fun weekend get-togethers I took part in was to watch the live game of La Galaxyτthe 

golden cup in Vancouver with my  friend Paula (WUSC Co-Chair). I also spent some time vol-

unteering this summer for the Nanaimo multicultural festival. I really enjoyed the traditional 

dances and music that were featured.  

 

All in all, I would say Nanaimo, as a part of beautiful British 

Columbia, treats its residents well by offering countless en-

joyable activities surrounded by a wonderful body of water 

and its green scenery. 
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What is The VIG?  
 
The VIG stands for VIU International Gazette and it is a student -edited newsletter. As its name 

suggests, the newsletter comes from the International Education department but its readers are 

all over campus as well as online. Once each edition is printed, copies are distributed to areas on 

campus such as the Faculty of Management building, the Campus Career Centre, Student Services 

in Bldg. 200 and the Malaspina International High School. Online, you can find The VIG at: http://

www.viu.ca/international/newsletter/index.asp . 

 

What Does The VIG Accomplish?  
 
The VIG gives all students information about the lighter side of being a student at VIU. As you 

know, it can be tough trying to keep up with assignments and course readings. The VIG gives stu-

dents a chance to relax with a quick read and get to know what happening on campus and in the 

city. We write about trips and student activities, scholarship, awards and graduation ceremonies, 

holidays, shopping tips, recipes, products reviews and more ñthe list is endless.  

 

As well, important information such as the dates listed on the last page of every editions are a 

great way for students to keep on top of by having the latest copy of The VIG with them and to 

share with friends. I would highly appreciate if my fellow students could  appear in the edition. 

The news letter is for you. Please feel free to suggest topics that can be included.  

 

If you have ideas for topics or stories you would like to see featured in The VIG, just 

email me: Aden.Ahmed@viu.ca.  
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Each year during the summer, a multicultural festival takes place 

in Nanaimo and this year was no different. 

Held on Saturday, June 25 in the Old City 

Quarter on Wesley Street, the Multicultural 

Festival featured a variety of dance and mu-

sic performances, foods, displays and demon-

strations from many cultures.  

 

Dance performances included belly dancers, 

Tae Kwon Doe, and even a Chinese Dragon 

dance. 

 

There was also lots of music, African 
drumming, face painting and shady 
spots for families and friends to sit 
together and enjoy foods from Ja-
pan, India, China, Ukraine and Viet-
nam. 
 
 

People were dressed in their ethnic 
clothing from their home countries 
and everyone enjoyed experiences 
and learning about cultures other 
than 
their 
own.  


