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PART | - INTRODUCTION

Setting

This document is a management plan for the forest portion of Lots 5 and 6, District Lot
112, Plan 2663, Nanoose Land District, located in Qualicum Beach, B.C. This property
is owned by Malaspina University College, and is known as the Milner Gardens, in
reference to the previous owners, Ray and Veronica Milner. Malaspina University
College acquired the property in 1996. This plan deals mainly with the forested portion
of the property, hereafter called the Milner Forest, as distinct from the clearings and
cultivated areas. The property location is shown in Map 1. Lot 5 is 8.58 ha in area, and
lot 6 is 8.54 ha in area. The combined area of the two lots is 17.12 ha.

These two lots are part of a block of 16 lots known as the “Estate Residential” lands, an area
of about 60 hectares of forest, containing about 18 dwellings, surrounded on three sides by
residential suburbs. The Milner property and its neighbours on either side (lots 3, 4, 7, and
the lot to the east of lot 7) have significant areas of old growth forest. Other lots in this
block have younger forest, regenerated after logging. Map 1 shows the location of the
Milner Forest within the Estate Residential lands, and the extent of both old-growth and
younger forest. Of the 17 ha of the Milner property, approximately 13 ha is forest; the
rest 1s occupied by the Milner Garden, a heritage residence and woodland garden.
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Organization of the Plan

This document is divided into four main parts. Part I, the Introduction, identifies the area
to which the plan applies, explains the purpose and organization of the plan, and
describes the methods used to develop the plan. Part II builds a portrait of the forest
ecosystem, beginning with a description of the underlying geology, landforms and soils,
then proceeding to a description of the vegetation—mostly forests—growing on the
property and the wildlife that inhabits the forest and other vegetation types. Part 11
concludes with a discussion of the value of the forest as an area for the conservation of
natural diversity. Part IIT lists the main issues that have been identified relevant to
management and conservation of the forest ecosystem and provides a description of each
issue, and includes a recommendation to address the issue. Some issues will likely
remain unresolved until further information and experience are gathered, or until the
management priorities for the forest become more clear. Part IV is a statement of Goals
with respect to long-term management of the forest.

Six appendices are included that provide more detailed technical information to
supplement the information provided in Part II.

Purpose

The main purpose of this plan is to provide:

e an ecological description and inventory of the Milner Gardens forest, including text
descriptions, graphs, photographs , and maps;

e adescription of the conservation significance of the forest;

e identification of issues relating to management and conservation of the forest and
land and recommendations for addressing the issues;

e astatement of goals to guide use, management, and conservation of the forest;

e a brief summary of the main ecological principles of managing forest land for
conservation values, in general and specifically to the Milner Gardens forest;

e useful information and interpretations to support good land stewardship decisions and
to facilitate enjoyment and appreciation of the land.

This plan provides recommendations for actions to be undertaken in the short term (i.e.

the next five years), and it sets some general directions for a planning horizon

encompassing approximately one hundred years into the future.

Ecosystem-based Approach

This report uses an ecosystem-based approach to description and analysis of the forest,
and to identifying and addressing issues of management and conservation. The resource
analysis includes a quantitative inventory that describes the forest in terms of age, species
composition, stand structure and condition, and a more qualitative consideration of all
components and aspects of the forest and land. This analysis is used as the basis for land
management options and prescriptions, and can also be useful in future years as a bench
mark to evaluate the success of treatments, and the effects of natural changes that occur.
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