
RECREATION & TOURISM MANGEMENT

VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY



VIU #1 Public University in BC

Top Ten National Rankings:

ÅStudent ðFaculty Interaction - #2

ÅActive learning & collaboration - #3

ÅSupportive campus environment - #7

ÅEnriching educational environment - #10

Top 20:

ÅAre you happy with your education
ÅSenior students

ÅLevel of academic challenge

ÅWould you go back
ÅFirst years (92%)

ÅSeniors (90%)

NSSE Study of 769 North American Universities



Other advantages of studying at VIUé

ÅCheaper tuition (approx. $4000/year)

ÅLower cost of living 

ÅGreat location

ÅAn applied, primarily undergraduate university.



Recreation & Tourism at VIU 

ÅApplied learning environment

ÅCollaborative learning experience

ÅFaculty ðStudent interaction

ÅSmall class sizes

ÅIntegrated approach to learning and  

career planning.

ÅLearning outcomes that get you jobs!



Your application options for VIU Recreation & Tourism

1. Apply for the 4 year Bachelor of Tourism Management Degree ï

Declaring your area of study ïRecreation & Sport Management 

or Tourism Studies.

2. Apply for a 2 year Diploma program ïDeclaring your area of

ïRecreation & Sport Management or Tourism Studies.



Bachelor of Tourism Management with a Major in Recreation

Recreation & Sport 

Management Diploma

Tourism Studies 

Diploma

Option 1: You apply for the 4 year degree but as still able to receive the 

diploma after completing the requirements. 

Note: students must maintain a C+ average and have no grade lower 

than a C to be granted 3rd Year status.



Bachelors Degree in

Tourism Management 

w/ Recreation Major

Recreation & Sport Management or

Tourism Studies

1st Year  & 2 nd Year 3rd Year  & 4 th Year

Option 2: You apply either the Recreation & Sport Diploma or the Tourism 

Studies Diploma.

Note: students who maintain a C+ average and have no grade lower than a C can 

apply to enter the 3rd Year of the Tourism Management Degree

Complete 

Diploma then

apply for 

acceptance into



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

ALL FIRST YEAR STUDENTS 

ÅGeneral admission requirements apply. 

ÅEnglish 12 with min. òC+ó grade, or equivalent. 

ÅPrinciples of Math 11 or Applications of Math 11 with 

a min. òCó grade , or equivalent. 

ÅOfficial transcript of grades from high school (and 

post-secondary institutions where applicable). 

ÅSubmit a 100 -300 word Letter of Intent outlining your 

career goals, leadership activities, Recreation and 

Sport involvement, and experience working with 

people of varying ages and interests . 



DIPLOMA STUDENTSõ 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE DEGREE

ÅProspective students must hold a minimum 

òC+ó average grade for their completed diploma, 

with minimum òCó grade in individual courses. 

ÅStudents accepted directly into the BTM Year 1 

have to maintain these same standards to be 

granted 3 rd year standing.



PLEASE NOTE:

Students currently enrolled in courses 

to meet admission requirements will be 

given conditional acceptance pending 

successful completion of their admission 

requirements.



THE DIPLOMA (2 YEAR) EXPERIENCEé

ÅAfter first year you will:

ðHave the knowledge necessary to lead groups with diverse 

characteristics.

ðBe able to plan, implement, and evaluate programs and special 

events.

ðBe able to develop a marketing plan.

ðHave an understanding of environmentally sustainable leisure.

ðBe able to research and critically analyze information.

ÅBefore second year youõll have:

ðA cooperative education work placement that will provide you 

an opportunity to practice your new skills.



THE DIPLOMA (2 YEAR) EXPERIENCEé

ÅAfter second year you will:

ðUnderstand the economic significance of our field.

ðBe able to do basic accounting.

ðUnderstand the basic laws associated with 

recreation and tourism.

ðBe able to develop and market a tour package.

ðBe able to develop a business plan.

ðHave an understanding of Human Resource issues.

ðBetter understand the built environments of leisure.

ÅBefore third year youõll have:

ðA cooperative education work placement that will 

provide you an opportunity build on your previous 

experience and apply your new knowledge



THE DEGREE (YEARS 3 & 4) EXPERIENCEé

ÅAfter third year you will:

ðBe able to do applied research.

ðBe able to critically analyze different issues.

ðDevelop strategic plans for community development.

ðBe able to develop financial plans for business 

development.

ðHave a better understanding of consumer behaviour 

and their leisure choices.

ÅBefore fourth year youõll have:

ðAnother opportunity to apply your skills and 

abilities through a cooperative education or 

internship work placement. 



THE DEGREE (YEARS 3 & 4) EXPERIENCEé

ÅAfter fourth year you will:

ðBe an excellent public speaker.

ðBe able to help develop sustainable community 

plans.

ðBe able to discuss the global significance of leisure.

ðBe able to work in a multicultural, 

multigenerational  environment.

ðDevelop entrepreneurial and strategic management 

skills.

ÅAfter fourth year you will have:

ðThe skills, abilities, and work experience necessary 

to start your career in recreation, sport, or tourism.



ALL OUR GRADS HAVE EXPERIENCES INé

ÅWorking independently and in groups.

ÅWorking with technology.

ÅGiving public presentations.

ÅDoing applied research.

ÅCritical analysis.

ÅWorking with community partners in their field of 

choice.



International Projects/Co -ops

Domestic Study Tours

International Study Tours

International Development Projects
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES

ÅAttend VIU,

ÅPay VIU Tuition,

ÅStudy for a semester or a year iné

ðAustralia,

ðNew Zealand,

ðHolland,

ðScotland,

ðMany, many, more!

For more information

Audrey Hansen, Study Abroad office

Centre for International Education, Bldg 255 

studyabroad@viu.ca



Where are our diploma grads?

Guest services supervisor ïIntrawest*

Sales Manager, Tourism Sun Peaks

Reservations coordinator ïOak Bay Marine Group

Tournament Assistant ï

Fairwinds Golf Club

Disney

Wine Educator ïOkanagan 

Wine Country Tours

Office manager ïSealeggs 

Kayaks

BRE Project Coordinator ï

Comox Valley Economic 

Development

Youth Leader Wildplay

Teachers*

VIU Alumni Manager*

* = additional education required.

Recreation therapist*



Where are our degree grads?

Manager, Conference Services Whistler
Sales Manager, Tourism Sun Peaks

Owner Reaction Sports - NanaimoConstable, RCMP -

Parksville

Recreation Programmers:

RDN, City of Nanaimo, & 

Sechelt.

Community Planning 

Consultants

Community Planner

Sales Manager, 

Whistler Golf Club

Coordinator ïDestination 

Marketing for Tourism 

Nanaimo

Resource Development

Coordinator for Child Development Centre

Senior Lecturer at University 

of Gloucestershire



Have a global  and local impact

International Students Explore BC Canadian Students Explore Africa
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