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Campus Snapshot Project

Purpose 

The purpose of the project was to provide 
student input to long - term planning at 
Vancouver Island University (VIU) by 
giving students the opportunity to submit 
photographs and comments describing 
things they particularly liked and disliked 
about the Nanaimo campus of VIU.  



·Images and words submitted allowed us 
to see the Nanaimo campus through the 
eyes of students and to better understand 
the student experience.

·The Campus Snapshot project was 
initiated by the Office of Educational 
Planning and supported by a Work -Op 
student position.
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Timeline

Campus Snapshot Project

December 2007 Prepare project plan, timelines, and materials

Early January 2008 Print and distribute posters

January 2008 Publicize project and recruit participants

Early February 2008 Information/sign-up sessions; distribute cameras and 
notebooks

February ςMarch 2008 Student photography; collect cameras and notebooks

March 2008 ςApril 2010 Assemble results



·Any student registered in at 
least one course in Spring 
2008 was eligible to 
participate.

·Posters and flyers were placed 
around campus announcing 
the project and website.

·Four $50 gift certificates from 
the VIU bookstore were 
offered as incentive prizes.
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·Information tables were set 
up at lunch time in both 
cafeterias.

·A feature article was 
placed in the Navigator 
newspaper in January 
2008.

http://mala.ca/snapshot/

http://mala.ca/snapshot/
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Submissions Formats

·Manual: students were issued disposable 
cameras and notebooks.  

·Digital: students used their own digital 
cameras and were able to upload photos, 
titles, and comments directly onto the 
Snapshot page of the VIU website.



Participation 

·49 students participated

Format Signed Up Completed

Manual 40 28

Digital 81 21

Total 121 49
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Participant Demographics

·35 female, 14 male

·43 domestic, 6 international

·A wide range of programs including 
Developmental, BA, BSc, Other Degree, 
Certificate, Diploma, Graduate, ESL.



Photographs

·344 photos submitted

·Average of 7 photos per student

·220 ñLikesò, 124 ñDislikesò 
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·This was not a photography contest, but a 
chance to share opinions.

·Students were asked to name each of 
their photographs, to indicate whether 
they liked or disliked the subject, and to 
provide a brief written comment 
explaining why they took each photo.
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Results

For reporting purposes, we have 
categorized the photos into themes.  Some 
photos have multiple themes, as described 
by the titles and comments added by 
student photographers.

This report contains only a sample of the 
photos submitted.  For a full inventory of all 
photos, titles, and comments, see 

http://www.mala.ca/EducationalPlanning/snapshot/photos.asp .
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Among things that 
student photographers 
liked, by far the most 
popular theme was the 
natural setting of the 
Nanaimo campus.

Thirty -seven photos 
celebrated the presence 
of nature on campus.  
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Peace and Tranquility

I like the fact that VIU has 
great peaceful spots to study 
- where you can be 
surrounded by nature right 
on campus. This picture is of 
the Japanese Garden near 
the Library - great place to 
take a break.
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Nature

This photo was taken 
to capture some of 
the VIU Nanaimo 
campus natural 
beauty. I really like 
how nature is 
present on campus.
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Path from above

This is a very 
unpopulated path from 
the top of the library, 
above Jumping Java, 
which connects to the 
walkway behind 355 to 
356. I often walk 
along this path, which 
gives a great sense of 
the wilderness that 
surrounds and 
integrates the campus.
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Autumn Leaves

I took this back in the fall 
because it seems that 
every season VIU has 
interesting plants to 
admire.
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Okayama Garden

I love this garden, 
Okayama Garden, as I do 
the Tamagawa Gardens, 
the Jardin Des Quatorze , 
etc. This is added to 
reflect my feeling toward 
all the gardens and green 
space on campus. They 
are a great asset to the 
connectedness and 
comprehensiveness of 
the campus community.
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The Waterfall
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Gardens

Everyone loves 
spring in BC!


