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Art of Teaching 

During this interactive workshop, we will:

Åintroduce the Instructional Skills Workshop 
(ISW) model of post secondary teaching

Åconsider applications to our practice 
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Art of Teaching DVD

ÅFilmed at Vancouver Island University

ÅProject Lead: Dr. Neil Smith, Teaching Scholar, 
VIU Teaching & Learning Centre

ÅApplies concepts of ISW in functioning 
university level classrooms

ÅThumbnail on TLC website: 
http://viu.ca/teaching/index.asp

http://viu.ca/teaching/index.asp


1. Bridging         2. Outcomes                            

ÅHow do / might you:

Åa) build relationships 
and trust with your 
students?

Åōύ ǘŀǇ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ 
prior knowledge?

Åc) review previous 
classes or assignments?

Åa)Elements significant 
to your teaching? 

Åb) How do you  share 
learning outcomes?

Åc) Are there times 
when it is best to not
share outcomes?



3. Pre-assessing     4. Participation

ÅHow do/ might you:

Åa) formally or 
informally pre-assess to 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ 
baseline?

Å.ύ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ 
self-awareness & 
responsibility for their 
own learning?

ÅHow do / might you:

Åa) engage learners in 
active learning?

Åb) help deepen 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΚ



5. Post-assessment      6. Summarizing

ÅHow do/ might you:

Åa) assess formatively to 
foster on-going 
learning?

Åb) build in summative 
(final/ for grading) 
assessment?

Åc) build in peer or self 
assessment?

ÅHow do/ might you:

Åa) bring closure to a 
learning sequence?

Åb) avoid closure to 
heighten curiosity or 
cognitive dissonance?

Åc) link to the next 
sequence of learning?
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The Instructional Skills Workshop in its full 

complementé

ÅRich collegial learning

ÅFocus  on enhancing teaching capabilities

Å24 + hours of engagement over 3 to 4 days

ÅCollegial feedback on three lessons 

ÅParticipating as peers teach 

ÅDeveloped in BC 27 years ago 

ÅNational and international network
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Mini-Lesson
(10 min.)

Written 
Feedback

(5 ς7 min.)

Verbal Feedback
(13 ς15 min.)

Set up 
Learning 

Environment
(5 ς10 min.)

Total Time

40 Minutes

The Mini-Lesson Cycle


