Configuring Your Windows XP Laptop
for Wireless Networking

Please note: Malaspina Commons staff have tested the information presented in this guide, and are
pleased to offer it to our students and employees as a help resource. The guidance offered in this
document is to be executed by the user, at the user's own risk. Because user-owned equipment is
subject to variability in capability and configuration, we cannot guarantee connectivity to Malaspina's
network services.

This handout provides the steps to setting up a laptop computer, running the Windows XP operating
system, for wireless access using Cisco Aironet or Orinoco Gold wireless network adapter cards.

Step L:

a. Start up the laptop so that you see your Windows XP desktop.
b. Insert the wireless card into your laptop’s PCMCIA card slot and the accompanying CD into your
CDROM drive. Windows XP will automatically detect the card:

L) Found New Hardware
Cisco_Syskems 350_Series_\Wireless_LaMN_Adapter

c. Windows XP will automatically install the appropriate drivers:

1) Found New Hardware X

d. Once the drivers are successfully installed, click on the taskbar icon indicated below to continue
configuration.

jl) Wireless Network Connection 3 %

One or more wireless networks are available,

To see a list of available networks, click here,

Connect to Wireless Network

The follawing network(s] are available. To access a network, select
it from the list, and then click Cannect.

Awailable networks:

e. Inthe Wireless Network Connection
configuration window, select “WISP” from
the list of available wireless networks and
click the “Advanced” button:

If wou are having difficulty connecting ta a network, click Advanced.
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f.  Click on the “Wireless Networks” tab and click the “Configure” button:

L Wire Network Connection 3 Properties |EW5__(\

General | Wireless Metwarks ‘Advancgd

Use Windows to configure my wireless networl: settings

Available networks

To connect ta an available netwark, click Configure.

Preferred netwark:s:

Automatically connect to available networks in the arder listed
below:

Move up

Move doven

Add Bemove Properties

Learm about setting up wireless network
configuration,

g. The following window will pop up:

Wireless Network Properties

Metwork name [SSID]:

Wireless network key [WEP)
Thiz network requires a key for the following:

[] Data encryption [+EP enabled)
[ Metwork Authentication [Shared mode)

L ]

I

The key iz provided for me automatically

[] This is a computer-to-computer [ad hoe) netwark; wireless
access pointz are not used

h. Click OK. Click OK again to exit the Wireless Network Connection Properties dialogue box.

i. Anicon and balloon tip will pop up on your Windows XP taskbar to let you know you have
successfully connected to the wireless network:

,j‘) Wireless Network Connection3 | *

Connecked bo: malaspina
Signal Skrength: Wery Low

j- Open Internet Explorer and browse to the Malaspina home page (http://www.mala.ca) to ensure
you have connected to the WISP wireless network.
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