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Jack Macready, founder of the
Dominion-Provincial Youth
Training Centre in 1936.
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Vancouver Island University's roots date back to 1936 when local
garage owner and mechanic Jack Macready welcomed eight young
men to train as automotive mechanics in a shed, turned classroom,
at the corner of Machleary and Campbell streets in downtown
Nanaimo. The school was officially named Dominion-Provincial Youth
Training Centre in 1938 when the federal and provincial governments
began to fund vocational training in BC. While governments invested
financially, the school relied on the support of the community for its
success. When resources were scarce during the Depression, local
citizens donated wood to heat the school as well as used motors and
machines which were used as teaching tools.

Dan Edgell, the building construction instructor at the
Dominion-Provincial Youth Training Centre from 1937 until the
outbreak of the Second World War, was also a prominent
local architect.

An inside view of the Dominion-Provincial Youth Training Centre’s
auto shop on Machleary Street in Nanaimo, 1939.

A Nanaimo Daily Free Press
(now the Nanaimo Daily
News) ad, January 1938.
This ad, paid for by the
government, encouraged
adult education. The
government hoped to
support unemployed and
unskilled adults who were
struggling as a result of the
1930s Depression.
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School founder and Automotive Instructor Jack Macready (left) and
Tool Crib Attendant Ned Bilton (right) with students in front of school.
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Fire destroyed part of Nanaimo's downtown on
July 19.

Prohibition was repealed in the USA, on December 5,
after more than 13 years.

1934

Number 1 Esplanade mine closed in Nanaimo.
From its opening workers extracted 18 million tonnes
of coal, the most of any mine on Vancouver Island.
This was also the site of the worst mining accident in
BC history; on May 3, 1887, 150 people were killed as
a result of two explosions in quick succession.

The National Film Board of Canada was created.

World Cup Soccer was introduced in Uruguay and
involved 13 nations. The host nation won.

Canadian-American physicist Arthur Dempster
discovered uranium-235, an isotope of uranium that
would be used to produce the first nuclear chain
reaction.

1931
The census recorded the population of Canada
as 10, 377, 000.
On Decemeber 11 Canada is granted full legislative
independence in all affairs with the Crown
represented by the Governor General.

The Dionne Quintuplets were born, May 28, in
Corbeil, Ontario.

1936
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) was
created.

September 10 Canada declared war on Germany 7
days after Britain and France. The first Canadian
troops left for England in December. Although
obliged to go to war at Britain's side, the one week
delay was a symbolic gesture of independence.

