1950s
Extensive facilities at the school’s 4th street location allowed for
new programming and increased enrolment. Army huts were
converted into dormitories and the school began to attract
students from across BC to study logging, heavy-duty mechanics,
heavy-equipment operations, and automotive mechanics. The
school drew international attention for its innovative and practical
hands-on approach to teaching and learning. When the federal
government ceased to fund the training facility in 1959, the school
was renamed BC Vocational Training School, Nanaimo.

Reflection of principle and long time instructor
Jack Macready in front of the automotive shop where
students work, 1950.

Automotive students participate in a written exam while
the school’s principal looks on.

As part of their training, vocational students contributed
to the development of Nanaimo by clearing land for
school roads and sports fields. In this 1957 photo, a
student works with a backhoe as part of his training.

Students practice bucking logs as part of the school’s power saw class in 1950.
The army huts in the background served as student dorms.
Photo in background:
The automotive and heavy duty
mechanic workshop, at 4th Street and
Wakesiah Avenue, was housed in a
building previously used as an army tank
repair facility at Camp Nanaimo during
the Second World War.
Image courtesy of Royal BC Museum, BC Archives

1950

1951

1955

1958

1959

The Korean War began as a UN operation when North
Korean forces invaded South Korea.

The census recorded the population of Canada
as 14, 009, 000.

Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame opened onAugust 24.

Harmac pulp mill officially opened in Nanaimo.

1953

On June 17, the Second Narrows Bridge in Vancouver
collapsed as a result of an engineering
miscalculation; 18 workers were killed.

November 1, after a slapshot cut his face, Jacques
Plante of the Montréal Canadiens had the cut
stitched and returned to the ice wearing a mask.
Plante became the first goalie to regularly wear
a mask.

The 1770 km oil pipeline from Edmonton to the Great
Lakes was completed October 31, linking Canada's oil
fields with the markets of central Canada.

The Nanaimo Bastion celebrated its 100-year
anniversary.
July 27, an armistice ended Korean War hostilities.

1957
Lester Pearson was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
his solution to the Suez Canal Crisis.

