1960s

May 30, 1964 marks the official opening of the new
addition to the BC Vocational Training School, Nanaimo.
The addition allowed for a new school library, as well as
new classes in beauty culture, practical nursing, cooks’
training, and the secretarial arts.

BC Vocational Training School, Nanaimo continued to flourish with
new programs such as diamond drilling, secretarial arts, and dental
hygiene. Meanwhile, a public push for accessible academic education
reached Vancouver Island and residents voted in favour of a regional
college in Nanaimo that would serve the academic needs of
mid-island communities. In September 1969, Malaspina College
opened its doors to 680 students in Nanaimo’s former hospital on
Kennedy Street with Dr. Carl Opgaard serving as its first president.
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Malaspina College first opened its doors in
Nanaimo’s old hospital on Kennedy Street in 1969.
In its first year, enrolment exceeded expectations
and it was clear that Malaspina would soon outgrow
its initial premises.

Community members are invited for inexpensive
beauty treatments courtesy of beauty culture
students, 1963.

A diamond drilling student practices his trade in 1965 at McKay Lake,
16 kms north of Ladysmith, BC.

Photo in background:
The logging program at
Nanaimo Vocational
Training School led to
employment for many
graduates and
dramatically increased
safety in the industry.
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On September 30, Nanaimo’s Chinatown was
destroyed by fire.

The Cuban Missile Crisis began on October 22 when
American President John F. Kennedy publicly
denounced the Soviet installation of ballistic missiles
in Cuba and sent American ships to blockade
the island.

On August 28, a massive civil rights march from the
South ended in Washington, DC, where Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered his famous "I have a dream" speech.

Canada celebrated its centennial year.

The Official Languages Act was given assent, declaring
English and French the official languages of the federal
administration.

1961
The census recorded the population of Canada
as 18, 238, 000.

American President John F. Kennedy was shot and
killed November as his motorcade drove through
Dealey Plaza in Dallas, TX.

1965
The new national flag of Canada was inaugurated
and raised for the first time on Parliament Hill in
Ottawa on February 15.

Expo ‘67 occurred in Montréal, QC and closed in
October having hosted 50, 860, 801 visitors.
Nanaimo hosted the first annual Bathtub Race in July.

1968
Medicare came into effect in Canada, establishing the
basis of the universal health care system.

On July 20, astronauts Neil A. Armstrong and Edwin E.
Aldrin, Jr. were the first humans to walk on the surface
of the moon.

