This was Malaspina College's
first logo chosen through a
community contest. The logo
represented the college from
1969 to 1981 when it was
replaced by the arbutus tree.

1970s
As Malaspina College outgrew its facilities on Kennedy Street it
merged with the BC Vocational Training School, Nanaimo. Under
the merger, the school was named Malaspina College Vocational
and Technical Institute. Regional campuses in Cowichan Valley,
Parksville/Qualicum, and Powell River were established in the
mid-1970s; all campuses were officially named Malaspina College
in 1978. Nanaimo’s 5th Street campus opened in September 1976,
just “up the hill” from the Vocational and Technical division of
the college.

Geography faculty and students view weather
photographs captured via Malaspina’s own satellite
receiving station. The station, believed to be the only one
operating at the time at any Canadian College, was built
by Geography faculty and students with donated material
from a local electrical firm. Using the photos, students
were able to piece together weather forecasts.

A course in typing and basic commerce became a
new addition to the vocational training programming
in the 1970s.
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Malaspina College and the BC Vocational Training School, Nanaimo melded
into one institution in the fall of 1971. While controversial at the time, the
unique venture proved successful. By 1975, construction was well underway at
the new Fifth Street campus which officially opened in September 1976.
An Aboriginal dancing group performs at the first
Malaspina College convocation ceremony, held at
Bowen Park.
Photo in background:
In September 1976, Nanaimo’s local newspaper
announced that Malaspina College Vocational
and Technical Institute joined the ranks of
colleges with their own computer. It was
reported the PDP-11 successfully registered 800
students without a glitch.
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Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau opened the first Arctic
Winter Games in Yellowknife, NWT on March 10.

On January 25, the freighter Irish Stardust ran
aground north of Vancouver Island, spilling 378, 000
litres of fuel oil.

On April 2, the last section of the CN Tower, the
world's highest free-standing structure at the time,
was put in place.

Capital punishment was abolished from the Canadian
Criminal Code on July 14.

The Dempster Highway, the first all-weather road
across the Arctic Circle, officially opened on August 19.

The RCMP accepted four women recruits, the first
females to join the force.

The Lebanese Civil War began in Beirut when
Christians murdered a busload of Palestinian Muslims
on April 13.

The Vancouver Canucks joined the NHL.

1971
The census recorded the population of Canada
as 21, 568, 000.

1974

The Vietnam War ended with the fall of Saigon on
April 30 and the surrender of South Vietnam to the
North.

On July 17, the Olympic Games officially opened in
Montréal, QC.

