1990s

The Malaspina University-College
logo used throughout the 80s and
90s. It was retired in 2008.

During the 1990s under the leadership of President Rich Johnston,
facilities were expanded to accommodate new programs and
increased enrolment. Designs for the new buildings were meant to
conserve energy and enhance comfort and air quality; in 1997
Malaspina won an exemplary practice award for its sustainable
building initiatives. The same year, the institution earned the right
to grant its own degrees. One of the first degrees offered
independently was the BA in First Nations Studies developed in
partnership with First Nations of Vancouver Island and Coastal BC.
This program, Milner Gardens, and the International High School
added to the diversity of Malaspina programs and operations.

A Malaspina-led initiative instigated spawning of white sturgeon
on the Fraser River in 1991. A first in Canadian history, this
signified the beginning of the sturgeon enhancement program.
Malaspina Fisheries Technician Gord Edmondson (right) and
federal fisheries workers lift a 40-year-old sturgeon back to his
pond after tests at the Inch Lake Hatchery near Mission, BC.

Dr. Yamamoto, a master kiln builder from Japan, and numerous
volunteers constructed a wood-burning Tozan kiln on the
Nanaimo campus. Stretching almost 17 meters upon completion
in 1995, it was one of only three Tozan kilns worldwide. The kiln
was relocated to Tamagawa University in Cedar, BC in 2006.

Students gather outside building 300 between classes. The ‘quad’ became the main
gathering place for students on campus with students from all programs hanging out
in and around the upper cafeteria and the library. The quad became a focal point of
student life and regularly played host to student events.

Veronica Milner donated Milner estate in Qualicum Beach to
Malaspina University-College in 1996 with the intention of
preserving the gardens for future generations. The property
includes a 1929 colonial-style residence and an English garden,
overlooking the Strait of Georgia, which contains more than 500
species of rhododendron.

Photo in background:
The graduating class of 1996 parades
down to the gymnasium to receive
their degrees at convocation.
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NASA sent the Hubble telescope into orbit on
April 25.

The census recorded the population of Canada
as 27, 945, 000.
An American-led international force launched
Operation Desert Storm against Iraq on January 16.

On October 30, Québec held its second sovereignty
referendum in 15 years. The “no” side won, with a
50.6% majority in a vote that saw 93.2% of the
population participating.

Nanaimo’s Port Theatre opened on September 19.

A standoff began on July 11 at Oka, QC when police
attempted to storm a barricade erected by the
Mohawk to block expansion of a golf course onto
land they had claimed.

The June 14 loss by the Vancouver Canucks in the 7th
game of the Stanley Cup final ignited a riot in
downtown Vancouver.

1993
Protestors began blocking roads in Clayoquot Sound
on July 1 to protest logging; almost 900 people were
arrested.

The end of Apartheid was marked when South Africa
rejoined the Commonwealth after holding its first
non-racial elections.
The Rwandan Genocide ended on July 16 after
lasting 100 days and resulting in the death of
approximately 800,000 people (estimates vary).

Leaders from Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
Croatia signed the Dayton Accord on December 14,
ending 43 months of genocidal warfare.

1997
Diana, Princess of Wales, was killed in an automobile
crash in Paris, France on August 31.

1999

Nunavut became Canada's third territory on April 1.
The world population reached 6 billion.

