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Health Programs

Graduate Diploma in Gerontology:
Active Aging
Location Offered:
Parksville Qualicum
Credential:
Graduate Diploma
Program Length:
16 Months

The Program
Note: This program is not currently being offered.
The Graduate Diploma in Gerontology: Active Aging takes an interdisciplinary
approach to understanding the physical, social, cognitive and spiritual needs of older
adults. The diploma offers current practitioners in a variety of fields the perspectives,
knowledge and skills that they need to understand the diverse and evolving needs of
older adults and to apply these to their practice experiences. The perspectives and
experiences of older adults in community and the Aboriginal Elders associated with
Vancouver Island University are incorporated throughout the program.
The program consists of 30 credits delivered over 4 semesters. Students may enroll
on a full-time basis (9 credits per semester) or with a reduced load and flexible
pathways. Students may choose, for example to take 2, rather than 3 courses for each
semester, spreading the program over 6-7 semesters rather than 4.
Each course begins with a weekend institute, located at the Centre for Healthy Aging
in Parksville, consisting of two full days of face-to-face interaction with faculty and
classmates, and with community members and experts. The institute will be followed
by online learning through VIU Learn for 6 consecutive weeks. A new course begins
once every 4 weeks with a weekend institute.

Program Outline
Year 1
Fall Semester
GERO 500 - (Psycho-Social Perspectives on Aging)
GERO 502 - (Social Policy on Aging)
One elective chosen from the list below
Total Credits

Credits
3
3
3
9

Spring Semester

Credits

GERO 501 - (Physiology of Aging)
GERO 504 - (Mental Health and Aging)
One elective chosen from the list below
Total Credits

3
3
3
9

Intersession
GERO 503 - (Research Methods in Aging)
Two electives chosen from the list below
Total Credits

3
6
9

Credits

Year 2
Fall Semester
GERO 511 - (Critical Issues and Future Trends in Aging: Project-Based)
Total Credits
Total Program Credits

GERO
GERO
GERO
GERO
GERO
GERO

505
506
507
508
509
510

-

Electives - Choose 4 of 6
(Ethical and Moral Issues of Aging)
(Diversity and the Experience of Aging)
(Community Development in an Aging Society)
(Aging Well with Creativity)
(Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Death and Dying)
(Leisure and Recreation for Older Adults)

Credits
3
3
30

Credits
3
3
3
3
3
3

Completion Requirements
Graduation requires the successful completion of 30 credits including all required
courses, with a minimum CGPA of “C”.

Admission Requirements
To be admitted into the program, students must hold a baccalaureate degree from a
recognized university in any discipline, and meet the following admission criteria: A
minimum average of “B” calculated upon the last 60 credits attempted of the
undergraduate degree.
Notes on Admission
Students who meet or exceed the minimum admission requirements may not
necessarily be admitted to the program.
Transfer from other Institutions
Applicants may apply for possible transfer credits from other accredited graduate
programs on a course-by-course basis.

Career Opportunities

Gerontology is one of the growth areas of the 21st century due to population aging in
Canada and internationally. The number of individuals over the age of 65 will double
in the next 25 years creating opportunities in a variety of different sectors. This
includes health care, social services, recreation, leisure and tourism, education,
business, housing, community development and planning.

Start Date and Application Deadline
The program starts in January 2017, and applications for admission are accepted
anytime between November 15 and March 31. Applications received after March 31
are considered late and will be processed as space permits.
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