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Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Programs

Professional Indigenous Lands
Management Certificate
Location Offered:
Nanaimo
Credential:
Certificate
Program Length:
8 Months

The Program
The Professional Indigenous Lands Management Certificate will appeal to individuals
who are interested in Indigenous lands management, land use planning, community
planning, or other topic areas relating to Indigenous communities, issues of
sustainability, resource management, and a changing regulatory landscape. This
credential may be taken:
As the post-secondary certificate requirement to enable students to qualify for the
National Aboriginal Lands Managers Association’s (NALMA) Professional Lands
Managers Certification*;
As an embedded additional credential in conjunction with an undergraduate
degree at Vancouver Island University; or
As a stand-alone Certificate for those interested in expanding their knowledge of
Indigenous land use and community planning issues.
*Students entering the Certificate Program through sponsorship from the federal
government/other agencies must meet all other requirements of that
organization/agency.
The five face-to-face courses (ILMC 100, ILMC 110, ILMC 120, ILMC 130, and ILMC 140)
are generally offered in the summer months. Each course is offered as an intensive,
one-week (Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm) session with the potential for
overnight stays relating to field experiences. There may be additional pre- and postcourse requirements. It is possible that all courses could be completed in one
intensive summer experience along with the completion of the online course in the
following fall semester, although students may choose to take any combination of one
or more courses in any given year and complete the remaining courses across the
next year or more.
Students can register in ILMC 150 once all five face-to-face courses have been
completed. Registration in ILMC 150 is over one term. There is no requirement to
complete the Certificate within a specified timespan.
Students who choose to complete this as an embedded credential within a VIU
undergraduate degree program would take the required courses over the summer
months and qualify for the Certificate upon completion of all six courses. The ILMC
courses could be considered for use towards the elective requirements of the
student’s primary degree.

This Certificate meets all requirements of the post-secondary component for the
National Aboriginal Lands Manager Association’s (NALMA) Professional Lands
Managers Certification Program. Students who are accepted into the NALMA Program
may complete the VIU Indigenous Lands Management Certificate, and then complete
all subsequent requirements with NALMA. Any inquiries on the NALMA Program Level II
Technical Training should be directed to www.NALMA.ca.
Students are encouraged to contact the Program Coordinator to inquire about
enrolment possibilities or to discuss any individual issues relating to enrolment.

Program Outline
Summer Session
ILMC 100 - (Community and Indigenous Lands Planning)
ILMC 110 - (Indigenous Planning Practice)
ILMC 120 - (Indigenous Site Planning and Community Design)
ILMC 130 - (Community Engagement for Indigenous Lands Managers)
ILMC 140 - (Sustainability & Management Practices for Indigenous Lands)
Semester Total

Subsequent Semester
ILMC 150* - (Major Project)
Semester Total

Credits
3
3
3
3
3
15

Credits
3
3

*This course may be taken in any semester.

Admission Requirements
General university requirements apply.
Students completing this certificate concurrent with and embedded within a VIU
degree or diploma do not need to apply to this program. They should let their degree
or diploma advisor, program coordinator, or the Registration Centre know of their
intention.
Notes on Admission
Preference will be given to sponsored students, approved by NALMA, who will
ladder this Certificate into the NALMA Program Level II Technical Training. To
qualify, applicants must submit proof of sponsorship to the Admissions Office
within two weeks of the application deadline.
Students who meet or exceed the minimum admission requirements may not
necessarily be admitted to the program.
Program Regulations
Students must hold English 12 or equivalent to be admitted into the program.
Students must achieve a minimum of a "C" grade in any individual course in order to
register for the next course.

Students must achieve a minimum of a "C" grade in any individual course to qualify
for the completed certificate.

Start Date and Application Deadline
The program is offered in the summer and applications for admission are accepted on
the first business day of October to February 15. Applications received after February
15 are considered late and will be processed as space permits.
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